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JTE AMPS, THER NOTHINGWOR
ORE OFFENSIVE THAN DEADLY HEAVY
"HYSICAL SERVITUDE. THERE IS NOTHING
ORE CYNICAL THAN AN INSCRIPTION
HAT HANGS ON THE PEDIMENTS OF ALL
HE CAMP ZONES: “LABOR IS AMATTER
OF HONOR, A MATTER OF GLORY,
A MATTER OF VALOR AND HEROISM!”

THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATION OF CORRECTIVE-LABOR

CAMPS — THE GULAG — WAS CREATED.

UNYV ARKIVA U 10 Kcivl D R1IDU UN FUILIN
OF THE SOLOVKI SPECIAL CAMP. A STILL OF THE FILM

“SOLOVKI (SOLOVETSKY SPECIAL CAMPS).”
SOVKINO PRODUCTION. 1927-1928. RGAKFD
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Naturally, this publication is not capable to answer all the questions
about the history of the GULAG. Yet, it should serve to navigate
basic concepts, events, and dates. The Musem's experts chose key
documents, facts, statistical data, quotes, and photo materials,
through which one can trace the origin, development, and decline
of the repressive system in the USSR during the period 1920-1950.

Despite being concise, “Atlas of the GULAG” relies on multiple
information sources about the GULAG: academic research, archive
documents, eyewitness memories, unique photographs, museum
exhibits, which are material evidence of the repression epoch.

Such a book was missing for many years. Now for the first time
written in an accessible language, “Atlas of the GULAG” will interest
both the ones who have just encountered the theme of repression
and those who would like to fill the gaps in chronology. It will help
to understand economics and topography of the GULAG,

living conditions, and survival strategies in camps, processes

of rehabilitation, and the state of cultural memory about

the GULAG today.

ROMAN ROMANOV,
DIRECTOR OF THE GULAG HISTORY MUSEUM,
HEAD OF THE MEMORY FUND
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CHAPTER 1.

PROTOGULAG

BOLSHEVIK CONCENTRATION CAMPS WERE
THE PART OF THE PUBLIC POLICY OF THE RED TERROR
DURING THE FIRST YEARS OF THE SOVIET POWER.

CHRONOLOGY: L '
NOVEMBER 22, (DECEMBER 5), 1917 \ i h
The Council of People's Commissars (Sovnarkom, SNK)
Decree “On Court” abolished the existing judicial system
and established revolutionary tribunals, which should have !
been guided by “revolutionary conscience and revolutionary
legal awareness” in their judicial activities.
APRIL 11, 1919
The All-Union Central Executive Committee (VTsIK) released
a Decree “On forced labor camps.” According to this document,
such camps were organized under each countries executive
committees. Each camp was intended for no less than
300 people.
MAY 12, 1919
The VTsIK approved “The instruction for forced labor camps,”
which set the legal regulation of camps activities in motion.
OCTOBER 13, 1923
The SNK of the USSR approved an order on the organization
of the Solovetsky Special Designation Camp. It defined
organization and governance of the camp, which was based
on two main points of distribution in Arkhangelsk and Kem,
on the Joint State Political Administration (OGPU).

0939HOdTHY
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With the victory of the October Revolution the Soviet power
terminated evolutionary path of the penitentiary system

in the country and established a network of the new punitive

bodies, which were not known in Russia before — forced labor camps,
which became the main tool of repressive politics of the Soviet state.

The first concentration camps for convicts appeared on the territory
of the Soviet republic in summer 1918, during the Civil war.

They were a part of the public policy of the Red Terror.

Mostly, the camps were established on the premises of Orthodox
monasteries. After the Civil war special prison camps, subordinate
units of the OGPU itself, replaced “quick fix” places of detention.

1. “Case No. 1. Andronievo —
Forced Labor Camp.”

Most commonly, the camps
were established on the
premises of Orthodox
monasteries. During summer

1919 Andronikov Monastery
became Andronikov forced
labor camp.

Read more about detention conditions
in this camp in duchess T. Kurakina s
memoirs on page 10

2. Prisoners of one of Moscow
concentration camps

at work. 1918. RGAKFD

Read more about the use of forced
labor on page 8
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THE NUMBER OF FORCED LABOR CAMPS EXPLODED:
BY THE END OF 1919, 21 CAMPS EXISTED

ON THE TERRITORY OF RSFSR, AND BY THE SUMMER
OF 1920, THERE WERE 49, AND IN NOVEMBER —

122 CAMPS.

“..Arrest, as hostages, large representatives of bourgeoisie, landowners,
manufacturers, traders, counter-revolutionary priests, all officers opposed
to the Soviet power, and incarcerate all this public in concentration camps
with the most reliable guard, making all these gentlemen work under escort.”

FROM THE SECRET ALL-RUSSIAN EXTRAORDINARY COMMISSION (VChK) DECREE
“ON THE RED TERROR” AS OF SEPTEMBER 2, 1918

“..In this situation, terror is necessary to provide rear security; [...] it is desired
to make sure that the Soviet republic is free from class enemies through their
isolation at concentration camps. Every individual associated with White Guard
organizations, conspiracies, and rebellions is subject to shooting.”

FROM THE SNK DECREE “ON THE RED TERROR” AS OF SEPTEMBER 5, 1918

“Comrade Kamenschikov, whom I appointed as head of railroad Moscow-Kazan,
ordered to create concentration camps in Murom, Arzamas, and Sviyazhsk,

in which all dark agitators, counter-revolutionary officers, saboteurs, parasites,
black marketeers will be incarcerated. We will make the only exception

for those, who are shot on the crime scene or sentenced for other punishment
by Revolutionary tribunals.”

FROM THE DECREE BY NARKOM OF WAR AND MARINE AFFAIRS L. TROTSKY
AS OF AUGUST 8, 1918

3. Poster: “Tsar, priest,
and kulak are enemies 4. L. Trotsky among soldiers
of the nation.” GA RF of the Red Army. 1918
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DURING THE PERIOD FROM OCTOBER 1917

TO NOVEMBER 1921 THETOTAL NUMBER

OF CONVICTS INCREASED FROM 36 THOUSAND
TO 183 THOUSAND PEOPLE.

Following the signing of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918,
former camps for captives of war were reorganized into VChK
concentration camps. They accommodated political opponents

of the Soviet power, participants and supporters of the White
movement, and foreign prisoners of war. Thus, a network of VChK
camps emerged on the territory of the USSR beginning in spring 1919.
In 1919 People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs (NKVD)

of RSFSR joins the organization of camps. Such close collaboration

of the VChK and the NKVD resulted in F. Dzerzhinsky to be the head
of both agencies from March 1919.

Chairman of the VChK F. Dzerzhinsky was the main initiator
of the idea to use concentration camps as repressive measure.
He developed the concept of the Soviet camp system and gave
a theoretical justification of exploitation of the forced labor.

“The punishment does not consider rehabilitation of a criminal. [...]

The Republic cannot be sympathetic toward criminals and cannot spend

too much funds on them. They should compensate all related expenses with
their work. We should send them away to occupy deserted and pathless areas,
such as Pechora, Obrodsk and others.”

FROM A LETTER BY F. DZERZHINSKY TO THE CENTRAL CONTROL COMMISSION (CKK RKP(b))
AS OF FEBRUARY 17, 1924

3, 4. Posters “Bolshevism
1. F. Dzerzhinsky 2. Convicts of the one cause is the cause of the
(in the middle) at the yard of Moscow camps at work. Devil,” “Bolsheviks' gift.”
of VChK. 1918. RGAKFD 1918. RGAKFD GA RF
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HOSTAGE TAKING, ANEW PUNITIVE MEASURE
THAT HAD NOT BEEN APPLIED IN RUSSIA BEFORE
THE REVOLUTION, WAS INTRODUCED

TO SUPPRESS OPPOSITION OF VARIOUS
GROUPS OF THE POPULATION.

They arrested people from all segments of society as hostages.

In the first place, they took particularly well-known and distinguished
members of the society. Hostages were subjected to be shot with

no exception in case of any anti-Soviet performances or disturbances
in a given locality.

Because of this fact, shootings of convicts were usual within

the concentration camps.

“They took hostages in Ryazan in the summer of 1918. There were so many
convicts that the municipal prisons could not take them, so they were
gathered at the first concentration camp (there were more of them later...),
set up at the outskirts in a former convent. [...]

This city concentration camp has existed for quite long, and you cannot
imagine how many went through it! Later, here they placed captured

white guards, who were imprisoned upon a verdict of a revolution tribunal,
widows of shot ones, who were expiating their ‘guilt’ by scrubbing floors

at train stations, and ‘has-beens’, as new inhumans called them.”

FROM MEMOIRS OF A. GARASEVA, AN ANARCHIST, AFORMER CONVICT,
AND LATER AN “ILLEGAL SECRETARY” OF A. SOLZHENYTSYN

During the suppression of the Tambov peasant revolt (1921) by the
governmental army, a large amount of field concentration camps for
hostages were created. Most of the hostages were children, women,
and old people. By the August 1, 1921, according to incomplete data,
1155 youngsters, including 397 children under 3 years old, and 785 —
under 5 years old, were kept in 10 concentration camps.

-:r ROABERH3MA ~ 2EA0 Z1bAROAA. N .
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THERE WERE A LOT OF DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE
AMONG CONVICTS OF THE FIRST SOVIET CAMPS:
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE RUSSIAN ARISTOCRACY,
SCIENTISTS, POLITICIANS, ENTREPRENEURS.

For instance, the daughter of L. Tolstoy Aleksandra, duchess

T. Kurakina, nee Baroness Wrangel, the distinguished Russian
economist D. Kondratiev, a former member of the State Duma cadet
Chernosytov, and many others were sentenced to imprisonment

at concentration camps.

“..J am not hiding I am not fond of Bolshevism. I have expressed my perspective
openly and directly at court. However, I have never opposed the Soviet
government, and would never stand against it actively. I was never involved
in politics and neither did I take part in any parties. I wonder what gives
the Soviet government a right to lock me up within four walls as some

kind of harmful animal, leaving myself with no possibility to work with

and for people, who are most important to me? [...] Vladimir Ilyich!

If I am harmful to Russia, expel me abroad. If I am harmful there too,
taking in consideration a right of one person to kill another,

shoot me as a harmful member of the Soviet republic.

But do not make to live a life of a parasite locked within four walls

with prostitutes, thieves, and bandits.”

FROM ADRAFT LETTERBY A. TOLSTAYATO V. LENIN, WHICH SHE WROTE AT NOVOSPASSKIY
CONCENTRATION CAMP IN 1920

“They accommodated us, ladies, in a special building which was a former
bishop's residence. It was so cold there. The deserted house was so damp,

so when I climbed my bunk bed I felt that the boards are not just moist but wet.
When I woke up I could feel I was soaked and chilly to the bone. They fed

us terribly. In simple words, they starved us. There was no oven, so we had

no heating during days when it was freezing outside.”

FROM MEMOIRS OF DUCHESS T. KURAKINA, A CONVICT OF THE ANDRONEVO FORCED
LABOR CAMP

2. A. Tolstaya with her father,
1. “Case No. 1. Andronevo — writer L. Tolstoy.
Forced Labor Camp.” Not later than 1910
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THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE S COMMISSARS ORGANIZED
THE SOLOVETSKY SPECIAL DESTINATION CAMP (SLON)
IN AUTUMN 1923.

All forced labor camps were closed during the period from 1922

to 1923. The GPU replaced the VChK and later transformed into the
Joint State Political Administration (OGPU) after the establishment
of the USSR in 1923. The OGPU got significant privileges to organize
camps at remote and sparsely populated regions. The Soviet
government saw great potential in using forced labor and in
particular colonization of new territories and areas, the most distant
corners of the country, which were rich in natural resources needed
to enshrine the regime of the new state. The Solovetsky Special Camp
(SLON) became the first camp of the new type. The camp was located
on the bigger Solovki island amidst the White Sea.

During the first seven years of the camp's existence, the number
of convicts, of which many were political prisoners, had grown
from 3 thousand to 60 thousand people. The experience with

the Solovki became the base for further development of the Soviet
camp system.

n

1. Female sewing workshop
of the Solovetsky Special
Camp. The 1920s. GMIG

2. The Red Army soldiers
serving on the Solovki islands.
Writings on the banner read
as follows: the bottom left:
“Keep gunpowder dry!”,

the upper right: “There are 3. Solovetsky Special Camp 4. Solovetsky Special Camp
no front lines, but the threat convicts, laying pavement. infirmary. Male ward.
exists.” The 1920s. GMIG GMIG The 1920s. GMIG
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Convicts arrival to the Kem
distribution point of the
Solovki Special Camp.

A still of the film “Solovki
(Solovetsky special camps).”
In seven parts.

Sovkino production.
1927-1928. RGAKFD
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1. The SNK of the USSR decree on the organization
of the Solovetsky Forced Labor Camp of Special Destination
as of October 13, 1923. GA RF

ILLUSTRATED HISTORY

2. The SNK decree “On Red Terror” as of September, 5, 1918
gave extrajudicial repression on political grounds
and concentration camps the official status. RGASPI
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3. Certificate on the number of children kept as hostages
in the concentration camps of the Tambov county
as of August 1, 1921. RGVA
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CHAPTER 2.

POLITICAL REPRESSION

STATE REPRESSION ON POLITICAL GROUNDS IN FORMS
OF “REVOLUTIONARY VIOLENCE,” “THE RED TERROR,”
“CLASS MASSACRE” HAS BEEN IMPLEMENTED FROM
THE FIRST DAYS OF THE SOVIET POWER EXISTENCE.

CHRONOLOGY: L

DECEMBER 7 (20), 1917
The SNK releases the Decree “On creation of the All-Russian
Extraordinary Commission for the Struggle against
Counterrevolution, Sabotage and Work-Related Crime under
the Council of People's Commissars” (VChK). F. Dzerzhinsky
became the head of VChK.

FEBRUARY 6, 1922
The VChk was reorganized into the State Political Administration
(GPU) under the NKVD RSFSR by the VTsIK Decree “On the abolition
of All-Russian Extraordinary Commission and on rules of searches,
confiscations, and arrests.”

JULY 6, 1923
The TSiK USSR established the Joint State Political Administration
(OGPU) under the SNK USSR to organize the field work of the GPU
divisions at the all-Union scope.

FEBRUARY 25, 1927
The TSiK USSR adopted the Decree “On governmental crimes
(counter-revolutionary and severely hazardous crimes against
governance arrangements of the Soviet Union),” upon which
the article 58 was included into the Penal Code of the RSFSR.
This article included 14 points, which established the elements
of contra-revolutionary offences.

JULY 10, 1934
The order by the TSiK USSR established the NKVD USSR,
which now included the OGPU. The structure of the narcomate
included the Main Directorate of State Security (GUGb),
the Main Directorate of Corrective-labor camps and labor
settlements (GULAG) and other bodies.

Staring summer 1918, political repression became an mass event
turning into forthright terror. Practically any person could fall
in the category of a “class enemy” based on their descent,
profession, party affiliation, family ties, etc.

2. Banner with slogan

“We will fortify the sword

of the dictatorship

of the proletariat — OGPU”
at the Sverdlov square during

1. Poster “All hail NKVD.” the trial of the Prompartia.
Artists V. Deni, N. Dolgorukov, Moscow. November, 1930.
1939. GA RF GCMSIR

Read more about the time of NKVD Read more about punitive structures

USSR creation on page 18 of the repressive apparatus on page 17
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The Bolsheviks established a certain repressive mechanism

to suppress public resistance. They gave this mechanism an authority
of extra-judicial punishment, to include execution by shooting.

The VChK, the OGPU, the Special Board under the NKVD, “troikas,”
“dvoikas,” and other punitive bodies had extra-judicial authorization,
which meant the right to decide penalty and sentence without a trial.
The number of those sentenced by extra-judicial bodies was numbered
in the hundreds of thousands.

The Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the Soviet Union
was a crucial part of the political repression mechanism. The activity
of this judicial body was carried out under the direct supervision

of the politburo of the TsK VKP(b) led by Stalin.

“THE TERROR DERIVES FROM THE NATURE

OF THE REVOLUTION, THE AIM (SOCIALISM)
JUSTIFIES IT UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS.” —
L. TROTSKY

To date, the questions about the total number of the Red Terror
victims remains a point of discussion. Modern researches consider
that ascertainment of accurate figures of the deceased during

the Red and White Terror would be impossible.

i
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3. Rally in support of the Red
Terror by the members

of the Petrograd County
Council. Petrograd.
September, 1918.

Vostock Photo
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ACCORDING TO INCOMPLETE OFFICIAL RECORDS,
ABOUT 5.5 MILLION PEOPLE WERE CONVICTED

OF COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY CRIMES IN THE USSR
FROM 1921 TO 1956. NO LESS THAN 800 THOUSAND
WERE SENTENCED TO BE SHOT.

“We demolish the enemy and do it well. We have smashed Trotskyists,

really, really well. I won't state any numbers, but they are quite impressive,
many of them were destroyed. We are smashing SRs, snoopers from Germany
and Poland, and Japan. However, it is just the beginning and not all we have
up the sleeve...”

FROM A SPEECH BY NARKOM OF THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS N. YEZHOV TO OFFICIALS
OF THE MAIN DIRECTORATE OF STATE SECURITY NKVD USSR, MARCH 19, 1937.

On November 5, 1934, the order of TSiK and SNK created the Special
Board under the NKVD USSR. This body had a right to sentence

to eviction, exile, confinement at corrective-labor camp (ITL)

for up to 5 years and expulsion from the USSR under administrative
procedure. In subsequent years, the extra-judicial authority of the
Special Board was expanded as far as sentencing to the shooting.

“There was no review of the merits of cases in the Military Collegium.

The Military Collegium churned out the materials of a preliminary
investigation, based on the predetermined punishment. A ‘court hearing’

of the Military Collegium took 15-20 minutes including sentencing reading. [...]
It has been established that the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court

of the USSR made it up to sentencing by telegram.”

FROM THE REPORT BY THE COMMISSION OF THE TsK KPSS ON THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF CAUSES OF MASS REPRESSION, 1956

1. Poster “All hail NKVD.”
Artists V. Deni, N. Dolgorukov,
1939. GA RF

2. A general meeting

of the workers

of the “Dinamo” factory,
Moscow, 1936. Voting for

the resolution that demanded
to sentence the members

of “Trotsky-Zinoviev gang”
to be shot. Writing

on the banner: “The verdict
of the labor people is to wipe
Trotsky-Zinoviev gang out
of existence!” RGAKFD
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“In our country, the period from 1935 to 1940 is the time of massive arrests
of the Soviet citizens. During these years 1,980,634 people were arrested
and accused of anti-Soviet activities, and 688,503 were shot.”

FROM THE REPORT BY THE COMMISSION OF THE TsK KPSS ON THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF CAUSES OF MASS REPRESSION, 1956

“The Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR identified flagrant perversion

of the Soviet laws, arrests of the innocent Soviet citizens, unbridled fabrication
of investigative materials, extensive use of different tortures in the work

of investigatory activities of the Ministry of State Security (MGB). There were
severe beatings of arrestees, round-the-clock usage of handcuffs locked behind
back, sometimes carried on for months, sleep deprivation for lengthy periods
of time, confinement of undressed arrestees in cold punishment cells, etc. [...]
Such monstrous ‘interrogation techniques’ led to the decline of physical
strength among innocent arrestees, moral depression, and sometimes even
loss of human form.”

FROM THE ORDER BY THE MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS “ON THE PROHIBITION
OF MEASURES OF PHYSICAL ABUSE TOWARDS ARRESTEES,” APRIL 4, 1953

L.
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CopepmeHHO CERpeTHO

CEKPETAFD LK KICC

ropapany XFYIEERY H.C.

Joxnanupaed BaM OpeiioxeHHs B OTHOWEHWH JHI[, 00FEAEHHHX
Ocoduu CopemaE®em npe HEBJ-MTG CCCP 3& BpeMA eT0 OJHe0TBO-
BAHHA,

Ocodoe Comemamwe npm HKBJ, CCCP duno cospaHo [locTanoBie-
pmem IHK m CHE CCCP or 5 moadpa I934 roga ¥ CymecTEOBAN0 N0
I cemradps 1953 roga.

3a sTo BpeMa Ocodum CoBemanHeM OHZ0 OCyAReHO _442 531
TeT0BEK,B TOM umoge K Bucmell Mepe HarasammAs 10401 YeXOBER,
K JMNEeHND CBOCOAH 350.921 YeNOBEeK,K CCHAKe H BHCHARe (B mpe
Jelax oTpaHH) S2539 WeNOBOR H K ADYTHM MepaM HarasamMs (28—
YeT BpeMeHH HAXOEJeHHS moj orpaxefl, BHOWNKA 38 TPAHHIY ,NpHHEY-
AHTENEHOE JeueHHe) 35970  YeNOBSK.

Ocodmu CopenanieM OHIO OCYZASHO:

B 1934 rony 1003 wed. B 1944 Toxy _40644
I935 roay =2aks2  4ed. 1945 rony _=26581 wed.
1586 roxy 18953 wTed. 1946 rogy _ 8320
IS87 roxy 17944 wed. 1947 rony 13393 dHel.
I5S38 ropy _iszes  wed. 1948 roxy _ie=sF 4ed.
1939 roxy _imoei wed. 1949 roay _Ls0 4Yed.
1940 rogy _429i2 Yed. 1950 roxy _ 49449 Wed.
I941 rony _asssh  ded. I951 roxy __qois wed.
1942 ropy _wesis  wed. 1962 rogy 955 qR.
1943 ropy _2si3l wed. 1953 rozy 2ol wexm.

1. A position paper by the Minister of Internal Affairs

of the USSR S. Kruglov and the Prosecutor General of the 2. A position paper by the Minister of Internal Affairs (MVD)
USSR R. Rudenko as of December 8, 1953. The paper includes of the USSR S. Kruglov on the discovery of 383 lists of “people
statistics and suggestions to verify the grounds of accusation subjected to the trial by the Military Collegium of the Supreme
against counter-revolutionary indictees, sentenced Court of the Soviet Union” found at the MVD USSR archives

by NKVD-MGB USSR. RGANI as of February 3, 1954. RGASPI
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" amryera 1937 r.

3. A “shooting list” as of August 20, 1937 with resolution “For”
and signatures of I. Stalin, S. Kosior, V. Molotov, L. Kaganovich,

K. Voroshilov.

4. Areport on numbers of the accused by the Military Collegium
of the Supreme Court of the Soviet Union during 1934-1955.
Activities of this judicial body were carried out under the direct
supervision of the Politburo if the TsK VKP(b) led by Stalin.

The vast majority of convicts were sentenced to be shot. GA RF
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October 18, 1991 No. 1761-1

RUSSIAN SOVIET FEDERATIVE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
LAW
ON REHABILITATION OF THE VICTIMS OF POLITICAL REPRESSION

During the years of the Soviet power existence, millions of people became victims
of the totalitarian state outrage, were exposed to political repression for political
and religious beliefs, due to social, national, and other grounds.

Condemning longstanding terror and mass prosecution of its own nation

as measures incompatible with the idea of law and justice, the Supreme Soviet
of the RSFSR expresses deep sympathies to all victims of unjustified repression,
their families, and relatives and declares the commitment to pursue real
guarantees to uphold the law and human rights.

The main aim of the present law is the rehabilitation of all victims of political
repression that occurred on the territory of the RSFSR staring October, 25
(November, 7) 1917, reinstatement of their civil rights, elimination of other
consequences of the arbitrariness, and provision of the currently possible
compensation of moral and material damage.

I. General provisions

Article 1. Political repression is referred to different coercive measures, implied
by the government on political grounds, in the form of deprivation of life

or liberty, involuntary confinement at the psychiatric institutions, expulsion
from the country and denationalization, deportation of population groups from
their places of residence, exiling, eviction to special settlements, involvement
in forced labor under restriction of liberty, and any other form of denial and
restriction of rights and liberties of people, who were recognized as dangerous
to the state and political order based on class, social, national, religious or any
other grounds, and ordered by a court and other bodies with judicial functions,
or under administrative procedure carried out by executive bodies and officials.

Article 2. This law shall apply to all Soviet citizens, both of RSFSR and other
Republics, foreigners and stateless persons, who were subjected to political
repression on the territory of RSFSR staring October 25 (November, 7) 1917.
Together with persons who were directly subjected to coercive measures, children
who were in places of detention, in exile, deportation, at special settlements

with their parents, and exposed to other restrictions of rights and liberties

in the connection to the repression against their parents shall be considered
victims of political repression.

Restoration of rights and provision of social benefits for such persons shall

be carried out in cases, stated by the USSR and RSFSR legislation specifically.

7. The Law of Russian Federation “On rehabilitation
of the victims of political repression” as of October 18, 1991.
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Article 3. All persons, who were subjected to following, are liable to rehabilitation:

a) conviction for governmental and other crimes;

b) subjected to criminal repression under the decisions of the bodies of VChK,
GPU-OGPU, UNKVD-NKVD, MGB, MVD, procuracy and their collegium, “Special boards,”
“troikas,” “dvoikas,” and other bodies with judicial powers;

c¢) exile, deportation, eviction to special settlements, involvement in forced labor under
the restriction of liberty, including “NKVD labor convoy,” and other restrictions of rights
and liberties under administrative procedure;

d) confinement at psychiatric institutions for compulsory treatment by a court decision.

Article 4. The persons, who are included in Article 3 and were reasonably convicted

by the court or subjected to punishment by extra-judicial bodies in cases with sufficient
evidence of the following crimes committed, are not liable for rehabilitation:

a) high treason in the form of espionage, rendition of military or governmental secrets,
siding of the military personnel with the enemy;

espionage, terrorist act, sabotage;

b) act of violence against the civil population and prisoners of war, aiding the traitors
of the motherland and fascist occupants in such acts during the Great Patriotic War;

¢) organisation of the criminal groups and participation in murders, robberies,

and other acts of violence committed by such groups;

d) military crimes and crimes against justice.

Article 5. The following acts shall be considered to not contain any public danger,

and persons convicted for such acts are subjected to rehabilitation regardless

of the factual validity of the accusation:

a) anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda;

b) spreading of deliberately false insinuations which besmirch Soviet governmental

or public order;

¢) breaking the laws on distancing of the church from the state and the education
from the church;

d) assault of identity and civil rights under the guise of religious rites,

namely under the articles 70 (in the edition in force before the issue of the Order of the
Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR from September 11, 1990), 190.1, 142 and 227 of the Penal
Code of the RSFSR, and corresponding norms of the legislation previously in force.
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CHAPTER 3.

FORCED MIGRATION

MASS EVICTION OF DISPOSSESSED KULAKS,
“ANTI-SOVIET ELEMENTS,” MEMBERS OF NATIONAL
MINORITIES, “PUNISHED POPULATIONS” TO DISTANT
REGIONS OF THE COUNTRY INTO SPECIAL SETTLEMENTS
(OR LABOR SETTLEMENTS) HAS OCCURRED.

CHRONOLOGY: L

JANUARY 30, 1930
Politburo of the TsK VKP(b) adopted the secret resolution
“On measures to eliminate kulak farms in areas of continuous
collectivization,” which prescribed: to confiscate all property
from the kulaks, to eliminate the kulak asset by imprisonment
in concentration camps or execution, to expel all wealthy peasants
to remote areas of the USSR immediately.

AUGUST 18, 1930
The government of the RSFSR adopted the resolution
“On measures to conduct special colonization in the northern
and Siberian territories and the Ural region,” which indicated
the need to use the workforce of special migrants primarily
in forestry, fisheries, and other industries.

JULY 1, 1931 2.
The government of the USSR adopted the resolution
“On the structure of special settlers,” according to which
all special settlements were transferred to the OGPU
and the GULAG.

OCTOBER 25, 1931
The OGPU approved the “Temporary provision on the rights
and obligations of special settlers.” For “managing special settlers
and for the organization of their work and everyday life”
Commandant's Offices of the OGPU were created in special
settlements.

From the end of the 1920s, under the direction of the Secretary
of the TsK VKP(b) I. Stalin the process of unification of individual
peasant farms into collective farms began. The goal of continuous
collectivization was to establish full state control over village

and agricultural products. The struggle against the kulaks
accompanied collectivization. Thousands of peasant families
were deprived of property, expelled from their homes. Since 1930,
the mass eviction of dispossessed peasants to remote areas

of the country to special settlements began, which created

a particular social stratum — special settlers (or labor settlers).

2. Tents of special settlers

1. Special settlers at an in Khibinogorsk (now Kirovsk,

apatite mine. Murmansk Murmansk region). 1930. 4. A still from the film
region, the 1930s. Kirov History and Local “The expropriation
Kirov History and Local Lore Museum 3. Poster “We will knock out of Chernov — a resident
Lore Museum Read more about the organization kulaks from collective farms.” of the village of Novo-

Read more about the use of the labor of work and life of special settlers Moscow-Leningrad, 1930. Pokrovskaya (Northern
force of special settlers on page 32 on page 30 GARF Caucasus).” 1929. RGAKFD
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DETAILED BY THE SPECIAL SETTLEMENTS AGENCY
OF THE GULAG, DURING THE 1930—-1931

OVER 381,000 PEASANT FAMILIES WERE EVICTED,
WHICH AMOUNTS TO 1,803,392 PEOPLE.

“Then these people confiscated our property, which consisted of 2 sheep and
one heifer, and all the attire, like beds and other village things, and even took
me off the little yellow dress made from my mother's skirt, and all this was
loaded and we were taken away, and we remained in our birthday suit.”

FROM THE MEMOIRS OF K. DUBOVITSKAYA (TAMBOV REGION)

“In one morning, the whole village of the Belarusian woodlands turned out
to be like a disturbed anthill. All residents, young and old, gathered near our
hut to see us off to unknown lands, many were voting, lamenting, weeping...
they allowed us to take only the clothes we were wearing and a small supply
of food... there were four of us dressed in self-draped clothes and shod
in bast shoes, they put us on a cart, and two armed policemen on another (cart)
for our guards. in case we run away...”

FROM MEMOIRS OF N. PAVLOV

“They took us on the railway by a whole train. How many days we drove,
I do not remember. In the carriage, seven people died of starvation.
We arrived at the city of Tomsk... From Tomsk, we were sent to a pier and
loaded onto a barge, and sailed along the Chulym River... they unloaded
us at a pier, and we walked about seven kilometers... On the way, two of our
children died. They threw us there — live as you wish! Father and his brother
made a dugout, which accommodated five families. Father's brother, along with
his wife and three children died... Our four children also died. Father, mother
and I remained in the by dugout...”

FROM MEMOIRS OF N. AVERYANOVA
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5. A dispossessed family near
their house in the village
Udachnoye of Donetsk region.
The 1930s.
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AS OF JANUARY 1, 1950,460,032 SPECIAL SETTLERS
CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE WERE REGISTERED

AT RESETTLEMENT PLACES FOR THE REPRESSED
POPULATION. 368,089 (80%) ENROLLED IN PRIMARY
AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS, 91,943 (20%) WERE NOT
ENGAGED IN THE LEARNING PROCESS.

“.. the condition of the newly arrived echelons is unsatisfactory...
in most echelons, we noted:
1) high mortality and morbidity from typhus, acute gastric diseases,
and even smallpox;
2) a lot of emaciated, old people who can not be completely used;
3) lice epidemics...”
FROM THE REPORT OF THE HEAD OF THE GULAG OGPU M. BERMAN. JUNE 1933

“As of October 1, there are 10,000 families in Magnitogorsk — 42,462 people,
of which there are 15,000 children. [...] special settlers are housed in four
special settlements, separately from free workers, at a distance of between

2 and 6 km from the site...

Moreover, by the time of the survey, there were 7,500 people living in tents
in the central and calcareous villages. The rest are put in common barracks
with a capacity of up to 200-250 people on common bunks. It is extremely
crowded.

Most of the barracks are extremely dirty because overcrowding. Especially
these harsh, difficult accommodation conditions affect children...”

FROM THE REPORT OF THE SUPERVISORS OF THE INSPECTION, CONDUCTED BY M. BERMAN
ANDY. FIGATNER, “ON THE CONDITIONS OF SPECIAL SETTLERS IN MAGNITOGORSK”
AS OF OCTOBER 5, 1931

1. Tents of special settlers 2, 3. Barrack and kitchen 4. Children of special

in Khibinogorsk (now Kirovsk, of a settlement for 16 km. settlers at school.
Murmansk region). 1930. Khibinogorsk, 1940. Khibinogorsk, the 1930s.
Kirov History and Local Kirov History and Local Kirov History and Local

Lore Museum Lore Museum Lore Museum
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“As we have already noted, children are in dire straits. The only pediatrician
available there describes the situation of children this way: “When you

walk through the barracks, everywhere, at every step, you come across
children lying with diarrhea, measles, inflammation of lungs; whooping
cough comes from different corners, there are children with jaundice,
there are undiagnosed patients with typhoid fever, both among children
and adults. The rest of the children, still darting along the bunks and aisles,
in the vast majority are emaciated, without color in the face, weakened.
They are candidates for a serious infection, and possibly for a quick

death. When I had checked out these children, they were, mostly,

healthy, strong children. The destruction of their health goes fast.

If rapid measures are not taken, at least for some improvement

of the situation of children, then 50 % of them will die. At least 80%

of children are sick at the moment.”

FROM THE REPORT OF THE SUPERVISORS OF THE INSPECTION OF THE CONDITIONS
OF CHILDREN IN SPECIAL SETTLEMENTS OF MAGNITOGORSK, CONDUCTED BY M. BERMAN
ANDY. FIGANTER, AS OF OCTOBER 5, 1931

“The main reason for the incomplete enrollment of children is the lack

of proper clothing and footwear. Due to the onset of the winter, a significant
number of children stopped attending schools as they have no clothes

and shoes. At the same time, in many Kazakh schools servicing special
settlements, Russian classes are absent.

Therefore, children of evicted special settlers, who do not speak Kazakh,
refuse to study in these schools.”

FROM THE REPORT OF THE HEAD OF THE SPECIAL SETTLEMENTS OF THE MVD USSR V. SHIYAN
TO THE MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS S. KRUGLOV, AS OF DECEMBER 22, 1949.
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FORCED LABOR OF SPECIAL SETTLERS WAS USED
IN DIFFERENT BRANCHES OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY,
BUT MOST COMMONLY IN THOSE WHICH REQUIRED
HARD AND LOW-PAID WORK.

1,472,232 SPECIAL SETTLERS WERE INVOLVED IN WORKS IN DIFFERENT AREAS

OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY AS FOR JANUARY 1, 1951.

2,819,776 SPECIAL SETTLERS WERE ACCOUNTED AT SPECIAL COMMANDMENT S SERVICE
OF THE MVD USSR AS FOR JANUARY 1, 1953.

HARD FORCED LABOR, THE ABSENCE OF THE MOST BASIC LIVING CONDITIONS LED

TO AHIGH MORTALITY RATE AMONG SPECIAL SETTLERS, WHICH RAISED UP TO 30%

IN SEVERAL REGIONS.

“IN 1930-1931 130,613 SPECIAL SETTLERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE SYSTEM

OF THE URAL TRUSTS “ZAPADNOLES” (“WESTERN FOREST”’) AND “SVERDLES”
(“SVERDLOSVSKY FOREST”). BY THE YEAR 1934, 31,240 OF THEM HAVE DIED.

OUT OF 12,184 SPECIAL SETTLERS AT NYROBSKY DISTRICT OF THE SVERDLOVSK REGION,
3,853 PEOPLE DIED. OUT IF 17,312 SPECIAL SETTLERS AT THE KRASNOVISHERSKY REGION,
6,300 PEOPLE DIED.

2. Special settlers at an

1, 3. Construction of the Kirov  apatite mine. Murmansk

railway. 1930

region, the 1930s.

Kirov History and Local Kirov History and Local

Lore Museum

Lore Museum
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Sending large masses of people to the special settlements solved
the problem of the development of uninhabited and sparsely
inhabited areas of the country, which was faced by the state policy.

The resolution of the SNK RSFSR as of August 18, 1930 “On measures
to conduct special colonization in the northern and Siberian
territories and the Ural region” indicated:

“To recognize the following in the course of colonization:

a) make the most of the workforce of special settlers in forestry,
fishing and other fields in remote areas in need of labor and

b) to occupy only those special immigrants whose labor force cannot
be used in forestry and fisheries in agriculture...”

Evictions were carried out in an unusually inhumane way. People
were usually brought to a deserted place and left there. In winter,
those who did not take axes, saws, and shovels had little chances

of survival. Owners of tools constructed dugouts and “settled down.”
That is how the first special settlements appeared.

Able-bodied men and teenagers were immediately escorted in batches
to the areas of their forthcoming place of work and residence —
mainly for logging, rafting, and construction of special settlements.
The others were temporarily accommodated in ruined churches,
adapted premises, tent-type barracks, dugouts.

In the early 1930s, the main object of exploitation by the state was
not prisoners, but special settlers (mostly peasants), whose number
in that period was several times larger than the number of camp
convicts.

Forced labor of special settlers was actively used in the camp economy
throughout the years of existence of the GULAG. At any moment,

a family of special settlers could be moved from one district

to another, while no one was interested, that people have to abandon
their hard-earned possessions. No one cared about normal living
conditions for special settlers.




34

ATLAS OF THE GULAG ILLUSTRATED HISTORY

MASS EVICTIONS FROM THE BORDER AREAS OF

THE USSR: DURING THE PERIOD OF THE STALIN
GOVERNMENT, THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE, SUBJECTED
TO FORCED MIGRATIONS ON THE TERRITORY

OF THE USSR, EXCEEDED 6 MILLION PEOPLE.

The eviction of the “kulak element” with its sending to a special
settlement was carried out in subsequent years. From the second half
of the 1930s, mass evictions from the border zones of the USSR began.
“Border stripping” was carried out mainly on the ethnic principle.
Among those who were deported along ethnic lines were Finns, Poles,
Koreans, Kurds, Iranians, Meskhetian Turks, and citizens of other
nationalities.

On the eve of the war, over 85 thousand people of the so-called
“anti-Soviet elements” were evicted from Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia,
Moldova, Western Ukraine, and Western Belarus. All of them were
exiled to a special settlement.

In 1943-1944, so-called “punished populations” were sent to special
settlements. The Germans, Karachai, Kalmyks, Ingush, Chechens,
Balkarians and Crimean Tatars were subjected to total deportation,
which makes up about 2 million people.

“Believe me, that nothing German (I am speaking about myself now) remained
in me. After all, we were crucified on the cross of Stalin repressions twice, tried
to hide everything that is connected with the nationality and the social status.
In 1935, they arrested Dad. We have become children of the ‘enemy of the
nation’. And until 1941, we were persecuted as politically unreliable. It brought
us to Kazakhstan. And in 1941 we were persecuted by nationality too. Shall not
bring God to you, our children, to experience the humiliation we experienced.
All doors were closed for us: Pioneers, Komsomol, the Party; the permanent
check-ins in special Commandant's Offices, the impossibility of leaving
(threatened with a prison term of up to 25 years), and hence the impossibility
of going to school. After all, I graduated from 10 classes, but I could not leave
Aktobe. And there was the Kazakhstan Pedagogical Institute and the medical
school. So I finished it out of need (by the way, with distinction) in 1949.
In 1948 my mother was sent to Aralsk, but I was ‘not taken’, since by this
time I was about 18 years old. and Stalin said: ‘Children are not responsible
for parents.’ I was left alone — without an apartment, without money
(we never had them), on the 2nd year of a medical school with a meager
scholarship.”

FROM A LETTER BY I. PORGREBNYAK (VAGNER) TO HER NIECE. THE MID-1990S

“In the first year in Issyk-Kul, there were many corpses. Sometimes we walked

on them. We lived in the barracks, and in the first winter, every day someone

died. The corpses were taken out and put at the walls of the barracks,

they froze and stood like a log. It happened, that you stumble upon them.”
FROM THE MEMOIRS OF N. ULANOVA, A KALMYK DEPORTEE
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“On December 28, 1943, before dawn, soldiers with lanterns appeared

in all the houses of our village at the same time. It was said: ‘Get together,
you are sent to Siberia.’ They gave us 10-15 minutes to get ready. We took
only warm clothes, we had no food in the house. They gathered everyone

at the school, then took to the station, placed on wagons, which transported
cattle. We were fed, every day they brought a bucket of soup, sometimes
there was herring in it. At stops, soldiers shouted: ‘Are there any corpses?
Are there any corpses?’”

FROM MEMOIRS OF R. GUNGEEVA (BORN 1937), AKALMYK DEPORTEE

In 1948, the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the USSR adopted
an order, according to which the unauthorized absence (escape)
of special settlers evicted during the war years was punished

with 20 years of hard labor. In subsequent years, its effect was also
extended to several other categories of special settlers.
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1. The plan of the cordon
of the settlement during
the deportation of Kalmyks.

December 1943. 2. Kalmyks in Siberia.

IC of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs in the Republic
of Kalmykia

National Museum
of the Republic of Kalmykia
named after Palmov

3. A dugout in the mountain
village. October 1930.

Kirov History and Local
Lore Museum
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Several families of repressed
Germans with their
belongings. Village Akrab

of Aktobe region, 1938.

Text on the back:

“On the road.”

A photo from the family
archive of A. Makeev
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3. The certificate on the number of special settlers used at work 4. The certificate on the number of special settlers who were
in the branches of the national economy as of January 1, 1951. registered in the bodies of the NKVD-MVD, and those who were
January 28, 1952. GA RF expelled, exiled, as of January of each year. June 24, 1953. GA RF
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YHAS
MPE3HAHYMA BEPXOBHOT0 COBETA CCCP

0d yrozopHo#t oTEeTCTBEHHOCTH 38 MOGErH HS MBCT
00A3aTEABHOrO M NOCTOAHHOTO MOCBAEHMA AHN, BH-
ceAeHHENX B oTHajieHHHe paftony ComarTcEoro Comsa
__ B nepwox Oreqecrsennod BodAN.

B memsx yEpenAeHHA pexuMa DOCENeEMA RAR BHceAeHHNX BeDXOBHHM
oprasoM CCCF B mepron Orewectssmnod BolEu YeveHNes, Xapavaenues,
mErymell, daaxapmeR, KAAMHEKOB, HeMIeB, KPHMCREX T4Tap ® Ap., 8 TAK
Ze B CBASM C TeM, 9T0 BO BpeMA HX DepeceieRNs He JHAM ONpencARHH
ODOKN MX BHOHAEM, FOT&HOBMTH, WTO mepecelelue B 0THAAGHHES pallonn
CopeTckoro Copsa yEasAHHHX BEEme NEN OpOBeJeHO HABeYHO, de5 NpaBa
BOSBpATA HX K NpexHMM MecTaM ENTeABCTBA.

3a camoBoasEsll Beesn (moder) ms MmecT OOSSATEABHOrO NOCEAEHHA
STHY PHCAAGHIEE BHHOBHNE DOEAREAT NPEBASYSHHD E FroAosHOR oTBETCT-
BenHocTH. OnpemennTE Mepy HaEasaHWs 3a 3T0 mpectjnieEns B 20 xet
EaTOPEHHEX padoT.

Jlexa B oTHOMEHWE DNoderoB BHCEARHIER PACCMATPHBAETCA B Ocodom
CopemaEwE npm Muancrepetse BEyTpedEux mex CCCP.

Inn, BHHOBHEX B JEDPHBATOABLCTBE BHCEASHNEB, (eXABEEX HS MECT
ofAsATEABHOND DOCEARHER, MAK COOCOJCTBOBABRMHX KX mOdery, IML, BH-
HOBHEX B BHEAYE paspemeEMA DHCOSXSHNAM Ha BOSBPAT X B MECTE HX
OpexEEr0 ENTBALCTBA, W NHN, OXB3HBANNMX HM MOMOME B yorpoiloTee MX
B MecTAX DDEXNers ENTEABCTEA, NDHEASKATH K JIoN0BHOE OTRETCTHERHO-
cti, OmpeleAHTh MEPYy HARASAHMA 38 BTH OPeCIFOASHHA - JNESHHE CHO-
dogy ER cpox 5 XeT,

Opencegateas lpesuuayma
Bepxosagro_Comera, CCUF -
EH.HBEFHHE}

Cexpetaps [pesuanyma
Bepxossoro_Comara LOCP -

(A.Topmma
goxsn, HOOLL.
26 HOH 148D,

I.% 111/45,

5. The decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet

of the USSR “On criminal liability for escapes from places

of obligatory and permanent settlement of persons evicted

to remote areas of the Soviet Union during the period 6. A route list of a special settler. 1953. National Museum
of the Patriotic War.” November 26, 1948. GA RF of the Republic of Kalmykia named after N. Palmov
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CHAPTERA4.

CAMP SYSTEM

IN 1929-1930, ON THE TERRITORY OF THE USSR
ANETWORK OF CAMPS FORMED. THEY ACQUIRED
THE OFFICIAL NAME OF “CORRECTIVE-LABOR
CAMPS” (ITL). IN 1930, CHIEF ADMINISTRATION
OF CORRECTIVE-LABOR CAMPS — GULAG —

WAS CREATED.

CHRONOLOGY:
JULY 11, 1929
The government ordered the OGPU to organize several new large
camps in remote areas of the Soviet Union to settle these areas
and exploit their natural resources.
APRIL 7, 1930
The “Provision on labor camps” was approved, according to which
persons sentenced by a court to imprisonment for at least 3 years,
as well as persons convicted extrajudicially, were sent to ITLs.
APRIL 25, 1930
The Administration of Camps was established as part of the OGPU
to manage the activities of the camps. It was transformed into
the Chief Administration of Camps (GULAG).
JULY 10, 1934
The NKVD of the USSR was formed; it included the Chief
Administration of the State Security (formerly OGPU),
the Chief Administration of Corrective-Labor Camps
and several other bodies.
JUNE 11, 1943
In the GULAG system, the organization of hard labor units
for persons convicted of aiding the enemy during the war
began.
FEBRUARY 28, 1948
The organization of special camps for persons recognized
as “especially dangerous state criminals” began in the MVD system
of the USSR.
OCTOBER 25, 1956
The government has recognized the continued existence of labor
camps in the country as inexpedient. The Chief Administration
of Corrective-Labor Camps and Colonies was reorganized
into the Chief Administration of Corrective-Labor Colonies
of the MVD USSR.

In 1929-1930, a network of camps formed on the territory of the
USSR, which acquired the official name of “corrective-labor camps”
(ITL). People, who were sentenced to imprisonment for a term of not
less than three years, as well as persons convicted extrajudicially,
were sent to such new places of detention. The OGPU was in charge
of the camps, under which the Chief Administration of Corrective-
Labor Camps — GULAG — was established in 1930.

4. The view of the camp gate.
Vorkutinsky ITL. inscription
2, 3. The convicts of the brick on the gate: “Labor in
factory Ne 2. Vorkutinsky ITL, the USSR is a matter of honor,

1945. GARF a matter of glory, a matter
Read more about the detention of valor and heroism!” —
1, 5. Exterior view of the fence  of convicts, who were sentenced a quote from the speech of

of a camp post. Pechorsky ITL.  tohard labor in the NKVD camps I. Stalin at the XVI Congress
GA RF on pages 46-50 of the VKP(b) in 1930. GA RF
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IN 1940, THE GULAG INCORPORATED:

53 CAMPS WITH OVER 600 CAMP DIVISIONS

AND FACILITIES;

425 CORRECTIVE-LABOR COLONIES;

50 COLONIES FOR JUVENILES;

90 “HOUSES FOR INFANTS” FOR CHILDREN

OF IMPRISONED MOTHERS;

162 RECEPTION CENTERS FOR NEGLECTED CHILDREN.
BY JANUARY 1, 1941, 1,876,834 CONVICTS WERE
IN CORRECTIVE-LABOR CAMPS AND COLONIES,
555,589 (29.6%) OF WHICH WERE SERVING

THE SENTENCE FOR COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY
CRIMES.

By the end of the 1930s — the beginning of the 1940s, there was

a tendency in the GULAG system to disaggregate large-scale camp
formations. Camps got a clear sectoral focus. Major “camp giants”
such as Bamlag, Ukhtpechlag, were split into smaller ones.

Such transformations of the camp system were associated

with problems of the managerial nature and with economic
inexpediency of maintaining such camps.

Along with the GULAG in the structure of the NKVD of the USSR,
there were other Chief Administrations of the camps of: forest
industry, railway construction, industrial construction, mining
and metallurgical enterprises and several others. Most of them
were formed in the 1940s on the basis of the departments

of the GULAG. Specialized camp-production departments

had dozens of camp units with hundreds of thousands of prisoners
under their control. To date, Russian historians have identified
and described 476 camp complexes that existed in different years
in the territory of the USSR.
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“The camp can only bring up an aversion to work. That is what happens
in reality. Never and anywhere the camp has taught labor. In the camps,
there is nothing worse, more offensive than deadly heavy physical servitude.
There is nothing more cynical than an inscription that hangs on the pediments
of all the camp zones: Labor is a matter of honor, a matter of glory, a matter
of valor and heroism!”

FROM THE LETTER BY V. SHALAMOV TO A. SOLZHENITSYN, 1964

In the midst of the war, following the April decree of 1943, which
imposed hard labor as a punishment, the NKVD began to organize
hard labor camp divisions. A particularly strict regime was applied

to hard labor convicts, they were used for particularly heavy work

in mines, an extended working day was introduced. The convicts
wore special clothes with numbers, which distinguished them from
other prisoners, and had no right to change them. By September 1947,
the number of all hard labor convicts of the GULAG exceeded

60 thousand.

“In accordance with the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council

of the USSR as of April 19, ‘On penalties for German-fascist villains, spies,
and traitors of the Motherland and their accomplices’

I order:

1. To organize hard labor units in the following camps:

Vorkuta camp, for 10,000 people to use in work on the construction of new coal
mines and underground work in existing mines.

Norilsk camp, for 10,000 people to use in work in mines, quarries, and brick
factories.

Sevvostlag (Dalstroy), for 10,000 people to use work in gold and tin mining.
2. To create a hard labor unit within Karlag NKVD for the disabled and sick
persons sentenced to hard labor.

[...] To ensure the security, internal order and organization of work

in accordance with the attached instruction.”

FROM THE ORDER OF THE NARKOM OF THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE USSR
ON THE ORGANIZATION OF HARD LABOR UNITS IN THE ITLs OF THE NKVD
AS OF JUNE 11, 1943

R YamePstaurnn W mre Pak oo vi 5,

KuPniasosa Ne 2 aAns M. 2.
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“It would seem, what is special about the rags with the numbers sewn

on the dress? But these rags took away our first and last names, age, turned

us into branded cattle, in inventory, and maybe worse, because a numbered
chair continues to be called a chair, branded cattle has a nickname, and we could
only respond to the number from now on. A severe punishment awaited for lack
of the number on the set place.”

“The total information hunger, alienation from books, magazines, newspapers,
radio was painful. We were kind of moved to the prehistoric era when there
was no written language yet.”

FROM MEMOIRS OF THE FORMER HARD LABOR CONVICT E. MARKOVA

“THE PERSONS SENTENCED TO HARD LABOR ARE
SUBJECT TO BE ACCOMMODATED SEPARATELY FROM
OTHER CAMPERS IN THE SPECIAL BARRACKS WITH
BARS ON WINDOWS. BARRACKS OF CONVICTS SHOULD
BE LOCKED AND GUARDED BY GUNMEN. BARRACKS
OF HARD LABOR PRISONERS SHOULD BE SEPARATED
FROM THE REST OF THE CAMP ZONE BY A HIGH FENCE.”

FROM THE INSTRUCTION ON THE DETENTION OF PERSONS SENTENCED TO HARD LABOR
IN THE NKVD CAMPS AS OF JUNE 5, 1943

3. “Barracks of hard labor
prisoners should be separated
from the rest of the camp
zone by a high fence”
(from the Instruction
on the detention of persons
sentenced to hard labor).
1, 2. Convicts of the brick Regime zone of the brick
factory Ne 2. Vorkutisky ITL, factory Ne 2. Vorkutinsky ITL,
1945. GARF 1945. GARF
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Cable laying by hard labor
convicts of Vorkutinsky ITL.
1945. GARF
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“2. To establish clothing of special design and color with a patch

Evit]h the personal number of a convict sewn to the top garment.

5. For convicts sentenced to hard labor, the following conditions of work
are established:

a) the duration of the working day is set at 1 hour above the camp standard,;
b) convicts are always taken to work under reinforced escort;

d) hard labor convicts are primarily involved in all particularly heavy labor.

6. For refusal to work, for failure to comply with the standard of work,

for violation of the regime and failure to execute orders of the administration,
the following types of penalties are imposed:

a) extension of the working day to 2 additional hours and transfer to more
difficult work;

b) transfer to solitary confinement for up to 20 days;

¢) arrest and criminal prosecution with the consideration of cases at a special
meeting of the Special Board of the NKVD USSR.”

FROM THE INSTRUCTION ON THE DETENTION OF PERSONS SENTENCED TO HARD LABOR
AS OF JUNE5, 1943

“The lack of sanitary conditions, overwork, and half-starved existence led
to the fact that after a few months the groups arrived from the outside turned
into disabled people and soon almost all of them died out. Many convicts
died in mines from accidents that occurred daily. There was no safety
and mechanization. No one received at least some elementary training
for work under the ground, which requires special knowledge and skill.
Everything was decided very simply: they brought the new group
and sent them to work underground on the same day, including women.
After all, the new ones were still capable of at least some work!”
E. MARKOVA. NOTES OF A HARD LABOR CONVICT IN VORKUTA “E105”

1. Convicts' dormitory.

The Directorate of the

Corrective-Labor Colonies 2. Male dormitory.

of the Moscow region. Privolzhsky ITL, 1942-1943.
1944. GARF GARF
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236,523 OF “PARTICULARLY HARMFUL STATE
CRIMINALS” WERE KEPT IN SPECIAL CAMPS AS FOR
JULY 1, 1951. THE MOST NUMEROUS GROUP AMONG
THE CONVICTS IN SUCH CAMPS WAS “NATIONALISTS” —
89,114 PEOPLE (37.7% OF THE TOTAL NUMBER).
OVER 2.5 MILLION PEOPLE WERE CONTAINED IN
CAMPS, COLONIES, AND PRISONS AS FOR JANUARY
1, 1953. 539,483 PEOPLE OF THAT NUMBER (21.9%)
WERE CONVICTED OF COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY
CRIMES. MORE THAN 761 THOUSAND OF THEM WERE
SENTENCED TO TERM FROM 10 TO 25 YEARS.

From the beginning of 1948, the Soviet leadership began an intensive
reorganization of the entire repressive system. On January 27,

Stalin received a document that significantly influenced the fate

of hundreds of thousands of prisoners. “Under your instructions,’

the Minister of State Security V. Abakumov and Minister of Internal
Affairs N. Kruglov reported to Stalin, — we present the draft decision
of the TsK VKP(b) on the organization of camps and prisons

with a strict regime for the detention of particularly harmful state
criminals and on sending them to settle in remote areas of the USSR
upon completion of their sentence. We ask for your decision.”

“.. for the detention of spies, saboteurs, terrorists, Trotskyists, right-wing,
Mensheviks, Social Revolutionaries, anarchists, nationalists, white emigrants
and participants of other anti-Soviet organizations and groups and persons
dangerous for their anti-Soviet ties and hostile activities:

2. [...] to establish a strict regime in special camps, prohibiting

the implementation of reduction of sentences and other benefits

for convicts held in these camps;

to use able-bodied prisoners predominantly in heavy physical work;

4. [...] All convicts who have served their sentences in special camps upon
expiry of their sentence, in accordance with the Decree of the Presidium

of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR as of February 21, 1948, should be sent
to the settlement under the supervision of the MGB USSR upon its
designation.”

FROM THE ORDER ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE STRICT REGIME CAMPS
AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 1948

“For hard work, they took everyone indiscriminately: both young and old.
And what is interesting is that they didn't ask for any norms or plans.
They did't punish non-compliance and did not encourage over-fulfillment.
Just ten hours of forced work till you drop. There were many prisoners,
and it often happened that there was not enough work for everyone.
Then they forced us to engage in labors of Sisyphus: to do something
unnecessary, useless, to keep hands busy.”

FROM MEMOIRS OF A FORMER CONVICT K. VOLOVICH
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Patients in the reception
and distribution ward

at the sanitary station

for the convicts.
Vorkutinsky ITL, 1945. GA RF

ILLUSTRATED HISTORY
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Less than a month later, the project approved by Stalin was drafted
as a secret decree of the Council of Ministers. It ordered to establish
a strict detention regime in special camps and prisons, to prohibit
all benefits, and instructed to use all able-bodied convicts for heavy
physical work only. In fact, this meant that political prisoners

of special camps equaled in their position with hard labor convicts.

“The worst thing in the special camp is the feeling of a dead end. Many dozens

of people who had completed their term (and free by law) were detained

in the camp for an indefinite period, and sometimes ‘sat out’ for several years.”
FROM THE LETTER OF THE PRISONER E. VLADIMIROVA TO TSK KPSS, JULY 28, 1954

STARTING IN MAY 1948, BEAUTIFUL AND EVEN POETIC
NAMES WERE GIVEN TO SPECIAL CAMPS IN ORDER

TO MAINTAIN CONSPIRACY: CAMP Ne 1 WAS NAMED
MINERAL, N22 — MOUNTAIN, Ne3 — DUBRAVA

(OAK GROVE), Ne4 — STEPPE, N25 — COASTAL,

N26 — RIVERSIDE, Ne7 — LAKESIDE, N28 — SANDY,
N29 — MEADOW, N210 — CANE, N2 11 — FURTHEST,
N212 — WATERSHED.

Between 1949 and 1953, the number of local corrective-labor camp
administrations more than doubled. The construction of two “Stalin
skyscrapers” — a building of the Moscow State University on the
Lenin Mountains and a high-rise building on the Kotelnicheskaya
Embankment — was the merit of the GULAG.

Prisoners of two construction camps under the jurisdiction

of Glavpromstroy — No. 560 and No. 352 — were involved

in the construction of the MSU high-rise building. From January 1952
to April 1953, the ITL of Special Area Construction served to build
faculties of Physics, Biology and Soil, and Chemistry of the Moscow
State University. The finishing works of the main building of the
University were also carried out by camp units of the ITL of Special
Area Construction. For example, interior decoration of the 24-30
floors was produced by a camp division with the apt name “High-rise.
Headcount of prisoners of the “High-rise” camp facility was 368
people, of which 208 women. The address of this camp facility

in the reference list appeared as follows: “Moscow, Lenin Mountains,
Main Building of the Moscow State University, 23rd floor.”

9

Construction of the main
building of the Moscow State
University. Moscow, 1951.
Vostock Photo
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During the entire period of the existence of the GULAG (from 1930
to 1956), its departmental affiliation and full name repeatedly
changed. In different years, the GULAG was under the authority

of the OGPU, the NKVD, the Ministry of Internal Affairs,

and the Ministry of Justice. The full name of the main body changed
depending on its structural subdivisions. Despite repeated renames,
the central body always kept its original abbreviation — GULAG.
For the first time, A. Solzhenitsyn introduced this abbreviation into
scientific circulation and world vocabulary when his famous work
“The Gulag Archipelago” was published. Now this word is known

all over the world. These five letters have become a sinister symbol
of life on the verge of death, a symbol of lawlessness, hard labor,
and human disempowerment.

Economic considerations can partly explain the reasons

for the dissolution of the centralized system of the camps after

the death of Stalin. It was not only the lack of profitability and cost-
effectiveness of the corrective-labor camp system. In March 1953,

the GULAG lost its ideological mastermind and leader. Together with
Stalin, many national economic projects died. The imperial ambitions
of the Soviet leader could explain their purpose solely, but not

by the economic necessity of the country. Already on March 25, 1953,
on the proposal of the new Minister of Internal Affairs L. Beriya,

the construction of 22 largest objects of the country was stopped.
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Landscape of the separate
camp facility of the hard labor
division of the Vorkutinsky
ITL, 1945. Later, such kind
of individual hard labor
camp facilities became
part of special camps.

The largest river camp
(Special camp N2 6) was
opened in Vorkuta in 1948.
GA RF

ILLUSTRATED HISTORY
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1. Politburo of the TsK VKP(b) decided to call concentration
camps “corrective-labor camps.” June 27, 1929. RGASPI

2. Data on the number of prisoners in camps, prisons
and colonies of the NKVD by months of 1935 and 1936. RGASPI
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3. The order of the People's Commissar of Internal Affairs 4. The order of the Narkom of the Internal Affairs of USSR
of the USSR “On the organization of logging camps.” “On the organization of hard labor units in the ITLs
August 16, 1937. GA RF of the NKVD.” June 11, 1943. GA RF
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5. The instruction “On the detention of persons sentenced
to hard labor,” June 5, 1943. GA RF

6. The order of the Minister of the Internal Affairs of the USSR
“On the organization of MVD camps of with strict regime

for detention of particularly harmful state criminals.”
February 28, 1948. GA RF
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CHAPTERS.

ECONOMICS OF THE GULAG

FORCED LABOR OF THE CONVICTS WAS ONE
OF THE MOST IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT FACTORS
OF THE SOVIET ECONOMY IN THE 1930S — 1940S.

“It will be necessary to further take up the organization of forced labor
(hard labor) and camps through the colonization of unoccupied places
and with iron discipline. We have enough space.”
FROM THE LETTER BY F. DZERZHINSKY TO HIS DEPUTY I. UNSLICHT DATED AUGUST 16, 1923

CHRONOLOGY: -

AUTUMN OF 1923
The OGPU under the leadership of F. Dzerzhinsky develops a new
concept of isolating criminals and organizing forced labor to colonize m"’
uninhabited places - -

JULY 11, 1929
The SNK USSR adopted a resolution “On the use of labor of criminal 2.
offenders», which defined as the main principle of the organization
of the camp economy the use of forced labor of convicts.

NOVEMBER 11, 1931
The TsK of the VKP(b) adopted a resolution “On Kolyma” which
prescribed to form a special trust “to boost the development of gold
mining in the upper reaches of Kolyma.” Thus, it was the beginning
of the economic activity of Dalstroy and the north-eastern Kolyma
camps.

JANUARY 10, 1939
A special technical bureau has been established under the NKVD
USSR to use the intellectual work of convicts with special technical
knowledge.

1940—-1941
In the composition of the NKVD, bodies with a defined industrial and
sectoral specialization are being created — the Chief Administration
of the Mining and Metallurgical Industry Camps (GULGMP), the Chief
Administration of the Railway Construction Camps (GULZhDS), etc.
Their economic activity was based on the exploitation of forced labor
of convicts.

Since the early 1930s, forced labor has become one of the important
factors in the development of the Soviet economy. Newly created labor
camps under the leadership of the OGPU at the time of organization,
as arule, had a defined sectoral focus: logging, agricultural, oil and
coal mining, mining and metallurgy, construction, etc.

1, 2. Pe-2 and Tu-2 aircrafts

were the main bombers

of Soviet aviation during

the Great Patriotic War.

Both were created by convicts

V. Petlyakov and A. Tupolev

in the Central Design Bureau

Ne29. GA RF

Read more about the prison-type

design bureaus, also known 3. Manual washing of gold
as “sharashki”, on page 69 on Kolyma. 1938. GA RF
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The White Sea-Baltic Canal is considered being the firstborn

of the camp economy. From 1931 to 1933, its construction was carried
out by the prisoners of two camps of the OGPU: Uslag and Belbaltlag.
High rates of work in the complete absence of housing, roads,

and mechanisms cost health and life of many servile builders

at the initial stage of construction.

“Look at the map of the RSFSR... To the north of Vologda... There are vast
spaces that would fit dozens of huge cultural states. And in all these spaces,
patriarchy, semi-wildness, and real savagery reign.”

V. LENIN. THE COMPLETE WORKS. V. 43. MOSCOW, 1970. P. 228

“The OGPU must expand the existing and organize new labor camps
(in the territory of Ukhta and other remote areas) for the reception
of convicts to colonize these areas and exploit their natural wealth
through the use of the labor of deprived of freedom.”

FROM THE STATEMENT OF THE SNK USSR “ON THE USE OF FORCE OF CRIMINAL CONVICTS”
AS OF JULY 11, 1929

“.. Winter came, harsh and frosty. The earth, devoid of thick moss cover,
immediately froze and turned into a grasted, like concrete, mixture of sandy
loam, pebbles, and boulders. Should you beat it with the scrap, bite with
teeth, it is impossible to gnaw more than a hundredth a day. And the norm
is 2 cubic meters per day. And besides, a piercing frosty wind is blowing,
and shoes are worn out, and the toes are out. And the jackets are thin.
And there is no heating reserve at all in the weakening muscles... And it is
so cold on the track and the piercing wind immediately takes away the rest
of the strength.”

FROM MEMOIRS OF THE FORMER CONVICT OF BELBALTLAG D. VITKOVSKY

4. Apage from the album

of the NKVD of the USSR

“The construction

of the Kotlas — Kozhva

railway line of the North- 5. Convicts on the construc-
Pechora highway.” tion of the White Sea-Baltic
The end of the 1930s. GA RF Canal. The early 1930s. RGALI
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IN 1936, IN THE USSR THERE WERE 13 BIG
PRODUCTION-ORIENTED CAMPS.
BY SPRING 1938, THERE WERE 33 OF THEM.

The gigantic character distinguished the early GULAG, before

the era of the Great Terror, in terms of staffing and the number

of prisoners. Until 1937, most of the GULAG camps had a large
number of prisoners (Dmitlag — over 190 thousand, Bamlag —

over 200 thousand, Belbaltlag — about 90 thousand, Ukhtpechlag —
about 50 thousand). In addition, the first camps of GULAG

operated on vast territories, which was inefficient in terms

of elementary management and economy. Since the late 1930s,

the NKVD refuses to maintain such large camps, dividing them

into smaller facilities.

From the second half of the 1930s, the process of classifying

the activities of the GULAG and all construction projects in which
the convicts were exploited begins. The economic activity

of the NKVD is noticeably intensified since 1938.

Since the end of the 1930s, the camp economics has acquired
a planned, large-scale and clear military-industrial character.
During this period, the number of prisoners explodes,

and the sentences are significantly longer. If in 1936 there
were 13 large camps and industrial complexes in the USSR,
then in the spring of 1938, the number increased up to 33.

3. Railway line Soroka —

1. Construction of the railroad Obozerskaya opened
line Soroka — Obozerskaya. 2. Construction of a road. on December 28, 1940.
Rock excavation. Soroksky ITL.  Soroksky ITL. The first train. Soroksky ITL.

The end of the 1930s. GA RF The end of the 1930s. GA RF GARF
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CAMP ECONOMICS COVERED 20 BRANCHES

OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY IN 1940. THE GULAG
HELD THE FOLLOWING PERCENT OF PRODUCTION
FROM THE VOLUME OF THE COUNTRY S INDUSTRIES:
NICKEL — 46.5%, TIN — 76%, COBALT— 40%,
CHROME ORE — 40.5%, GOLD — 60%, LUMBER —
25.3%. DALSTROY EXTRACTED OVER 360 TONS

OF CHEMICALLY PURE GOLD BETWEEN 1941

AND 1945. 106.5 TONS OF THIS AMOUNT WAS
EXTRACTED MANUALLY.

It is almost impossible to list everything that the GULAG produced.
By 1940, the camp economy covered 20 branches of the national
economy, among which the leading were non-ferrous metallurgy,
forestry, and fuel industry. In the early 1940s, the formation

of industrial Chief Administrations, which accommodated camps
with a pronounced industry specialization, begins inside

the NKVD. So, in 1940-1941, the Chief Administration

of the Mining and Metallurgical Industry Camps (GULGMP)
appeared, and the Chief Administration of the Railway Construction
Camps (GULZhDS) and others. Over the years of the existence

of the GULAG, 26 administrations of this kind have been established
within NKVD.

6. Chai-Uryin Mining
Administration.

The mine “Bolshevik.”
One of the most gold-

4. Convicts of Sevvostlag bearing places of Kolyma.
on ore washing. 5. Indicators of gold North-east ITL of the Dalstroi,
Dalstroy, 1938. GA RF production. GA RF 1942-1943. GARF
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By the beginning of the Great Patriotic War 2.35, million convicts were
in the GULAG. The war made significant adjustments to the economic
activities of the camps and colonies. According to the order

of the NKVD of the USSR “On the termination of work on

the construction of the NKVD in connection with the outbreak of war”
as of June 28, 1941, construction work was suspended on 41 enterprises
and at 19 road construction sites from July 1, 1941. Under the orders

of the government, the GULAG organized the production for the front
line, restructuring all industrial colonies for the needs the supplying
with ammunition, uniforms, and other military products. By the end
of the war, the GULAG ranked second for the production of high-
explosive mines and for the production of special packing for
ammunition in the Union. In addition, the GULAG actively took part
in the development of transport infrastructure. So, during the war,
Volga and North-Pechora railways were built with the help of forced
labor. That allowed to transport coal from Vorkuta to Moscow and
Leningrad. The newly built railroad Soroka-Obozerskaya provided
transportation of soldiers and ammunition along the White Sea.

“.. to organize, as part of the Administration of Corrective-Labor Colonies
of the GULAG of the NKVD and as an independent body of the Chief
Administration, a special department for the production of military
products (ammunition, weapons, special packing, and equipment)

at the expense of the regular staff numbers of the NKVD.”

FROM THE ORDER OF THE NKVD “ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE DEPARTMENT
FOR THE PRODUCTION OF THE MILITARY PRODUCTS” AS OF NOVEMBER 17, 1942

1. 10 echelons of coal from 2, 3. Military production
Vorkuta, supplied above in the colonies of the GULAG.
the plan. GA RF 1944. GARF
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DURING 1940—-1950 DOZENS OF VARIOUS RESEARCH
INSTITUTES AND PRISON-TYPE DESIGN BUREAUS,
ALSO KNOWN BY THE COLLOQUIAL NAME “SHARASHKI,”
WERE CREATED UNDER THE NKVD.

In 1939, a special technical bureau was established within the NKVD
to use the intellectual work of convicted scientists, engineers,

and technicians who were in detention in various camps and prisons.
In the 1940s — 1950s, dozens of various research institutes and
prison-type design bureaus were established under the NKVD-

MVD of the USSR, which were colloquially called “sharashki”.

The most famous design bureau created under the auspices

of the NKVD was the Central Design Bureau N2 29 (“Tupolev
sharaga”). Such “enemies of the nation” as P. Korolev, A. Tupolev,

M. Petlyakov, V. Myasishchev, D. Tomashevich, and other outstanding
design engineers have worked there.

4,032,810 people from the so-called special contingent of the MVD
were assigned to various ministries and departments by December 1,
1946. This number of involuntary workers included over 1.2 million
special settlers, about 1.1 million convicts, over 1.7 million prisoners
of war and internees.

Free forced labor created the illusion of its cheapness. In fact,

such labor was costly to the state. The income from the exploitation
of convocts did not cover the expenses of maintaining camps

and colonies. Therefore, GULAG annually received large amounts
of grants from the state budget.

“Due to the fact that the cost of maintaining working convicts includes
the full cost of maintaining a camp (the entire camp administration,
militarized guards, housing, clothing, food, cultural, living, and sanitary
services, etc.), the average cost of prisoners on construction is more
expensive than the average salary of a civilian employee.”

FROM THE REPORT OF THE MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS C. KRUGLOV TO THE DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE USSR L. BERIYA AS OF OCTOBER 9, 1950

4,5. Pe-2 and Tu-2 aircrafts
were the main bombers the Central Design Bureau 29.

of Soviet aviation during Photos from the album 7. S. Korolev in the Butyrskaya
the Great Patriotic War. “The work of the 4th special prison. 1940.
Both were created by convicts  department for 10 years.” The photo is the courtesy

V. Petlyakov and A. Tupolev in 1949. GARF 6. A. Tupolev of N. Koroleva
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“...OFTHETOTAL NUMBER OF THE CONVICTS:

A) 17702 THOUSAND PEOPLE ARE EMPLOYED
INCLUDING WORKERS WITH REDUCED CAPACITY
(INMWEAKENED CATEGORY) — 824 THOUSAND
PEOPLE.

B) CONVICTS OF INDIVIDUAL LABOR

(DISABLED AND LESS-ABLED) — 265 THOUSAND
PEOPLE.

C) NON-PERFORMING (ACTIVE HANDICAPPED) —
225 THOUSAND PEOPLE.”

FROM THE REPORT ON THE EMPLOYMENT RATES OF GULAG CONVICTS DETAINED
IN CAMPS AND COLONIES OF THE MVD OF THE USSR ON DECEMBER 1, 1948.

In the second half of the 1940s — early 1950s, prison labor was
widely used. Post-war Moscow with its heyday and revival

was indebted to the GULAG. The most famous construction projects
in Moscow, where forced labor was widely used, were the Moscow
State University (a complex of buildings on the Lenin mountains)
and a high-rise building on Kotelnicheskaya Embankment.
However, much more important objects in the Moscow region,

in the construction of which the convicts were directly involved,
were the objects of air defense — “Berkut” system. To build these
objects, 13 secret camps were set up at the same time in early
1952 Knit by special order of the MVD. They were identified

by cryptic letters: “bi,” “BY,” “UH,” “T'b,” “Efl,” etc. They were
located around Moscow along circumferential roads (1st and 2nd
“concretes”), which were also built by prisoners.
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Stalin's death interrupted the economic expansion of the GULAG.

The process of reorganization of the Ministry of Internal Affairs

of the USSR, which began in March 1953, affected all aspects

of camp life, including the camp economy. On March 18, the Council
of Ministers of the USSR issued a resolution on transfer of production
and construction organizations from the MVD to other ministries

and departments.

“Considering that the construction of several hydraulic structures, railroads,
highways, and enterprises, envisaged by earlier government resolutions,

is not caused by the urgent needs of the national economy, the Council

of Ministers of the USSR decides:

1. To stop the construction of the following facilities:

a) hydraulic structures: the Main Turkmen channel; the Volga-Ural

gravity canal; the Volga-Baltic waterway; waterworks on the lower Don;

the Ust-Donetsk port;

b) railways and highways: the Chum-Salekhard-Igarka railway [...]

the Komsomolsk-Pobedino railway; tunnel crossing under the Tatar Strait...”

FROM THE PROJECT OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE USSR
“ON AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM OF 1953” AS OF MARCH 21, 1953

“In Stalin's time, the slave labor of millions of prisoners who died

in the monstrous system of the GULAG played a significant economic role,

especially in the development of poorly inhabited areas of the east and north.

There is no doubt that this system was not only immensely inhuman

and criminal but also ineffective. It was a part of the extensive, wasteful

economy of that time, not to mention the remote consequences

of the barbaric destruction of the human potential of the country.”
A.SAKHAROV. PEACE, PROGRESS, HUMAN RIGHTS. LENINGRAD, 1990. P. 78

e . B
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3. “Dead Road”: unfinished
transpolar highway Chum —
1, 2. Guard camp towers. Salehard — Igarka.
Current condition. Current condition.
Photo by V. Khokhlov Photo by V. Khokhlov
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CHAPTER6.
SURVIVAL STRATEGY

BEHIND BARBED WIRE

NOT ALL OF THOSE WHO WERE SENTENCED

TO DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY WENT FREE.

FOR 26 YEARS OF THE GULAG EXISTENCE,

OVER 2 MILLION PEOPLE DIED IN CAMPS BECAUSE

OF HUNGER AND ILLNESS. HOWEVER, EACH OF THOSE
WHO HAVE PRESERVED THEIR LIFE HAD THEIR OWN
SURVIVAL STRATEGY.

CHRONOLOGY: L

AUGUST 1, 1935
The NKVD issued the order “On the set-off working days for
convicts of camps and places of imprisonment of the NKVD,”
which declared that “the set-off of working days is one
of the main forms of early release of convicts from camps,
prisons, and colonies of the NKVD and the highest form
of encouragement for them.”
JUNE 15, 1939
On the initiative of I. Stalin the Presidium of the Supreme
Council of the USSR abolished off-set of working days
and parole. The decree prescribed: “The convicted
person must serve the full term of the sentence imposed
by the court.” 2.
AUGUST 2, 1939
The “Temporary instruction on the regime of convicts
in the NKVD labor camps” was introduced. It stated
that the camp regime should ensure the safe isolation
of criminals and promote the most effective use of their
labor. A strengthened regime was established for those
convicted of counter-revolutionary crimes.
MARCH 13, 1950
The Council of Ministers of the USSR adopted a decree
according to which all prisoners, except for those who were
kept in special camps, were transferred to wages.

In the 1920s — 1950s, on the territory of the USSR was about

500 production-oriented camp complexes, each of which
comprised tens and hundreds of smaller units — divisions,
facilities. The camp was a special world with a set of rules

and everyday practices that determined the life of its inhabitants.
Political convicts sentenced to long terms of imprisonment
(from 10 to 25 years) spent most of their lives in camps.

The prisoners of the Stalin camps faced a difficult task —

not just to survive, but to preserve human dignity,

their inner world.
1. Convicts at work in a shoe 2. Camp orchestra
shop. Vorkutinsky ITL, 1945. on the construction
GA RF of the Soroka-Obozerskaya 3. Female zone, the hard labor 4. Column No. 7

Read more about the “effective use railway. Soroka ITL, 1940. unit of the Vorkutinsly ITL, of the Eastern ITL, 1944.
of prison labor” on page 79 GA RF 1945. GA RF GA RF
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CAMP ZONE, BARBED WIRE, WATCHTOWERS,
BARRACKS, AND BUNKS SURROUNDED CONVICTS
EVERY DAY. DEPRIVATION OF FREEDOM AND CONSTANT
COERCION TO HARD LABOR OPPRESSED CONVICTS
NOT ONLY PHYSICALLY BUT ALSO SPIRITUALLY.

THE DAY AT THE CAMP GOT INTOLERABLY LONG,

FILLED WITH BACK-BREAKING LABOR AND WORRIES
ABOUT FOOD, PRESERVATION OF PHYSICAL HEALTH
AND LIFE.

“Fences, barbed wire went beyond the horizon. And barracks, barracks,
barracks. I ask the escort — what is it? They answer: “‘Well, it is our Russia,

yours and ours.”
FROM MEMOIRS OF A FORMER PRISONER OF THE GULAG Y. FIDELGOLTZ

“The labor force employed in the construction of the largest industrial
enterprises, railways, sea shipyards, special defense facilities,

and the development and removal of timber is not fully used due

to extremely poor uniforms and an inadequate amount of food for convicts.”

REPORT OF THE NARKOM OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE USSR L. BERIYA TO THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SNK OF THE USSR V. MOLOTOV DATED MAY 30, 1940

5. The hard labor department
of the Vorkutinsky ITL, 1945.
GARF
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Most of the camps were located in remote, sparsely populated areas
of the USSR, where the availability of household items became

a huge problem. The prisoners made the necessary items themselves:
spoons, bowls, flasks, pots, combs. The skill to repair shoes

and clothes, to hide your own spoon or pot during a search
sometimes was a matter of life or death in the camp.

“In the first days you suffer from the lack of a spoon, but then you get used
to such discrimination the prisoner. With the finger or tongue, you get those
crumbs you were awarded with for shock work in the woods or digging
trenches for the foundation of the coal preparation plant and the mine,
on laying walls of houses for miners.”

FROM MEMOIRS OF A FORMER CONVICT K. LAKITSKAS

“Having received a ration of 600 grams, we went to the dining area.
There were no tables, no seats, and no heating. The tableware in the dining
area was the same as in the Magadan transfer, made of cans by local
craftsmen.”

FROM MEMOIRS OF CONVICTS

“A spoon... Have you ever thought about the comparative value of the items
we use on a daily basis? Here we sit down at the dining table. It is covered with
a tablecloth. On it, there is bread, plates, knife, forks, spoons, glasses, saucers.
Which of them is the most important, the most valuable, the most necessary —
without which there is absolutely nothing to do?
In the ‘anti-world’, where the action of my story takes place, life was brought
to a humiliating misery. There was no table, let alone a tablecloth. Of all that
fends on your table, the prisoner, if he had to choose from this grace, without
hesitation, would grab a spoon.
The fate of the one who had no spoon was sad. You will not get it anywhere.
But how to eat without it? You can, at worst, pour watery soup into your
mouth from your pot. Use a crust of bread, and even fingers to pick up
porridge bits. And what to be when you have to eat from the common tank,
and there is no spoon? Do not wait from the ‘dogmen’ — so the camp wags
called the ones eating from one tank — that they will leave even a drop.
The cruel, unwritten camp law read: ‘You die today, and I die tomorrow.
Permanent hunger is such distress. Therefore, we protected the spoon
above all, hid it away better.”

NONFICTIONAL STORIES “COMPANIONS IN MISFORTUNE” BY L. GORODIN

2.

1. A self-made spoon. GMIG 2. A self-made flask. GMIG
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“The bunks in the barrack were three-storied. Everyone tried to take a place
near the edge, and not near the pole which was always covered in bedbugs...
The light in the barrack was on all night...”

FROM MEMOIRS OF AFORMER CONVICT N. VAISHVILENE

“The incidence and mortality among prisoners of the North-Pechora
camp of the NKVD take alarming proportions. In August of this year,
322 prisoners died; in September, according to incomplete data, —
692 prisoners. For the first 9 days of October of this year, 210 prisoners
have died...”

FROM THE SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THE OPERATIONS DIVISION OF THE GULAG
DATED NOVEMBER 1, 1941

The only way to save one's life in the camp was the so-called
“light labor” indoors, for which required not only some special
skills but also great luck. In camps, prisoners who had

the “life-saving” professions were valued: medics, shoemakers,
tailors, toolmakers, actors, musicians, artists. The ability to sew,
knit, embroider gave the opportunity for at least some income
for women.

“..J apparently owe my life to my profession. I don't know if I would have
saved my health and even life, not if I were a doctor. And I owe to this
fact that, in very difficult conditions, I have always felt so good, peaceful.
I have never felt this way, neither before nor after. The humanitarian field
of the medical activity, which becomes visible in any unusual environment,
created and supported this inner world when grief, hardship, and suffering
were the main content, the main background of existence.”

FROM THE LETTER BY DOCTOR A. BAEV TO ACADEMIC V. ENDELGARDT

TPAMOTA

5. The Certificate of Honor

3. The convicted doctor to the prisoner A. Ogarkov,
A. Baev in the Norilsk hospital. 4. Convicts at work in a shoe who showed examples
1941. From the family archive shop. Vorkutinsky ITL, 1945. of high productivity at work

of the Baevs GARF as a doctor. 1946. GMIG
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“June 22, 1939. I rarely write — this is true. I could write more often,
but I work very hard, I do not leave the workshop before 11-12 at night...
I really need floss, threads of good colors... If you can get them, post them
to me. I should also ask you for powdered aniline dyes for fabrics — we dye
threads for embroidery.”

FROM A LETTER BY A CONVICT OF KOLYMA CAMPS

“Prisoners died daily. But it could not overshadow a powerful sense

of the return to life, that embraced all of us, recovering. It turned out
that here it is possible to earn some extra food.

‘Can you embroider? — Sonya, the Assyrian nurse from the household,
mysteriously asks me.

‘Of course, — I answer confidently, having called a view of crosses

on the canvas and needlework lessons in the preparatory class of the
gymnasium from the darkness of times.

‘Now make this pattern on the pillow. And I will get you sugar, butter,
white bread...”

FROM MEMOIRS OF A FORMER CONVICT E. GINSBURG

2. Men's shirt (“vyshyvanka”),

made by the prisoner 3. Children's collar
1. E.S. Ginsburg. 1975. M. Bronzeberg in the work- embroidered by women
From the family archive shop of the Norilsky ITL. in Temnikovsky ITL.
of Aksenovs GMIG 1938-1939. GMIG
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“I earned there a bit by drawing infinite numbers of postcards. The women

congratulated each other on their birthday, name-day, on holidays. And they

have always ordered postcards. And I sketched these various postcards

and my customers bartered them for a piece of lard or sugar, something

like that... Once I drew a postcard for the head of the bakery who was also

a prisoner. She gave me a piece of white bread, which was the most pleasant.”
FROM MEMOIRS OF A FORMER CONVICT I. UGRIMOVA
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4. A postcard made 6. A postcard drawn
by prisoner A. Silin for his 5. A postcard drawn by prisoner M. Chaika. River
daughter Katya. Arkhangelsk by A. Silin in exile. camp (Special camp Ne 6),

Region, Kotlas, 1944. GMIG Salekhard, 1952. GMIG 1952. GMIG
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CAMP THEATERS WERE CREATED IN MANY
LARGE CAMPS, BUT NOT FOR THE LEISURE
OF THE PRISONERS. THEY ENTERTAINED
THE CAMP ADMINISTRATION.

Convicted artists performed in such theaters. Many of them

were already known throughout the country, such as Lidia
Ruslanova, Tatiana Okunevskaya; composers S. Kaidan-

Deshkin (author of the pioneer anthem), Paul-Marcel Rusakov.
Artists Vaclav Dvorzecki and Georgiy Zhzhenov became the pride
of the Soviet theater and cinema after their release from the camp.

The modern Magadan Music and Drama Theatre and the Vorkuta
Drama Theatre lead their history from the camp clubs of

the Sevvostlag and Vorkutlag. Imprisoned musicians, singers,

and actors participated in their stage productions. For several
years, clubs have been reorganized into professional theaters.

The future People's Artist of the USSR, prisoner Georgiy

Zhzhenov, and legendary singer, prisoner Vadim Kozin performed
in the Magadan Theater. The artistic director of the Vorkuta
Theater was the former chief director of the Bolshoi Theatre,

a professor at the Moscow Conservatory, prisoner Boris Mordvinov.
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2. The program
of the performance

1. Camp orchestra on the “Wedding in Malinovka,”
construction of the Soroka- staged in the Music and
Obozerskaya railway. Drama Theater of Vyatsky ITL

Soroka ITL, 1940. GA RF of the NKVD. 1944. GMIG
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“When you remember years of work in the camp theater, you unwittingly
catch yourself thinking — but it was an unreal and surreal world!

We are on stage in tails dancing and singing, and our brothers are dying

in the dungeons — in mines. Does it not resemble a feast during the plague?
Every minute we could find ourselves in the place of those who suffered
underground.

Here is one of these cases. In the operetta ‘Rose Marie’, staged by Mordvinov
in 1945, most of the parts were performed by imprisoned artists. But the title
role was played by a free singer, Vera Makarovna Pyaskovskaya. I played

the part of Emil, her brother, and Sergey Yakovlevich Rebrikov — the part

of Jim Kenyon, the gold digger. The husband of Vera Piaskovskaya was

a big camp chief named Chepyga. It seemed to him that the love scenes
between Rose Marie (his wife) and Jim (the prisoner) looked very, very
natural. Tormented by jealousy, he immediately wrote off Seryozha Rebrikov,
a professional opera singer with a wonderful baritone, for general works.

In all theaters of our country, cancan was banned. Here, in a disastrous polar
concentration camp, visitors to the theater could enjoy this forbidden fruit.
The all-powerful ruler of Vorkuta, General Maltsev lifted the ban on cancan!
Cancan on permafrost — isn't it fantastic?”

FROM MEMOIRS OF A FORMER CONVICTA. MARKOV.
STORY “CANCAN ON PERMAFROST” FROM THE BOOK “NOTES OF AHARD LABOR CONVICT
IN VORKUTA ‘E105” BY E. MARKOVA

3, 4. Magadan Music and 5. Actor G. Zhzhenov

Drama Theater named at the beginning of his career.
after M. Gorky. The film “Komsomolsk.” 1935.
The end of the 1940s. From the magazine “Ogonek,”

International Memorial 1988
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The performance
of the orchestra.
Tulomstroy. GMIG
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1. The report of the Narkom of Internal Affairs of the USSR
L. Beriya to the Chairman of the SNK of the USSR V. Molotov 2. The certificate on the state of the detention regime
dated May 30, 1940. RGASPI of prisoners in the Sredne-Belsky camp of the NKVD. 1941.
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4. The message of the Prosecutor of the USSR V. Bochkov

to the Narkom of the Internal Affairs L. Beriya on the serious
3. The special message of the Operations Division of the GULAG  nutritional situation and high mortality among prisoners
dated November 1, 1941. GA RF of the Sevurallag.
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CHAPTER?7.
LIBERATION

CHRONOLOGY:

MARCH 5, 1953
Death of Stalin. The beginning of the process of liberation
and rehabilitation of victims of mass repression.

MARCH 27, 1953
The decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the USSR
“On amnesty.” Based on this document, over one million people
were released from camps, colonies, and prisons

1954-1957
The lifting of restrictions in the legal status of exiled and special
settlers and their release from exile and special settlement.

FEBRUARY 25, 1956
Report of N. Khrushchev “On the cult of personality and its
consequences” at the closed session of the 20th Congress
of the Communist Party.

MARCH 24, 1956
Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the USSR
“On consideration of cases against persons serving sentences
for political, official and economic crimes.”

OCTOBER 25, 1956
The Council of Ministers of the USSR and the TsK KPSS recognized
as “inexpedient the continued existence of corrective-labor camps
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR as they did not ensure
the fulfillment of the most important state task — redeployment
of prisoners in labor,” and decided to “reorganize the labor camps
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR into corrective-labor
colonies.”

OCTOBER 27, 1956
By order of the MVD of the USSR, the Chief Administration
of Corrective-Labor Camps and Colonies was reorganized into
the Chief Administration of Corrective-Labor Colonies.

The death of Stalin on March 5, 1953, stopped mass repression for political
reasons. The difficult process of return and rehabilitation began for the victims
of Stalin's terror. The top leadership of the country spoke of the need to restore
“socialist legality.”

1. N. Khrushchev 2. Released early on parole.

on the tribune of the 20th From the photo album 3, 4. Farewell to Stalin.
Congress of the Communist of visual agitation Pictures from the film
Party. February 1956. of subdivisions of the North- “In the days of great grief

International Memorial Ural ITL. 1956. GA RF of the people.” 1953. RGAKFD
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ACCORDING TO THE DECREE OF THE PRESIDIUM
OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE USSR
“ON AMNESTY” AS OF MARCH 27, 1953,
1,201,738 PEOPLE (53,8% OF THE TOTAL
NUMBER OF PRISONERS) WERE RELEASED
FROM CAMPS, COLONIES, AND PRISONS.
104 CAMPS, 1567 COLONIES AND CAMP
SUBDIVISIONS WERE SHUT DOWN

AND 180,034 EMPLOYEES OF THE CAMP
SECTOR WERE RETRENCHED. THAT NUMBER
INCLUDED 109,206 SECURITY EMPLOYEES.

“There are 2,526,402 prisoners in corrective-labor camps, prisons,

and colonies... The maintenance of numerous prisoners in camps,
prisons, and colonies, among which there is a significant part

of the convicts for crimes that do not pose any danger to society,
including women, adolescents, the elderly and sick people, is not caused
by the necessity of the state.”

FROM A NOTE BY THE MINISTER OF THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE USSR L. BERIYA
TO THE PRESIDIUM OF THE TSK KPSS AS OF MARCH 26, 1953

“10. [...] do not apply the amnesty to persons sentenced for over 5 years
for counter-revolutionary crimes, major embezzlement of socialist
property (worth over 50,000 rubles), banditry, and meditated murder.”

FROM THE ORDER OF THE MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE USSR, MINISTER

OF JUSTICE OF THE USSR AND GENERAL PROSECUTOR OF THE USSR DATED MARCH 28, 1953
“ON THE POLICY OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECREE OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME
COUNCIL OF THE USSR ‘ON AMNESTY’ AS OF MARCH 27, 1953”

TOJbRO CBOUM HECTHBIM TD}:{I,G
H MPHMEDPHbIM NMOBEAE
A 3 CIVEHIT noowperie —

HHEM BHbIT
C0 CBOCH  JI0POrOH cempen.

5. The article about 6. From the photo album
the disease and death of visual agitation
of Stalin. Newspaper of subdivisions of the North-

“Pravda.” March 6, 1953. Ural ITL. 1956. GA RF
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FROM MAY 1954 TO MARCH 1956, THE CENTRAL
AND LOCAL COMMISSIONS ON RECONSIDERATION
OF THE CASES OF PERSONS CONVICTED

OF COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY CRIMES
REVIEWED 337,183 CASES. DECISIONS

ON TERMINATION OF CASES, REDUCING
SENTENCES, IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECREE
ON AMNESTY, AND RELEASING FROM THE EXILE
WERE MADE FOR 153,502 CONVICTS (45.5%).

After the arrest of L. Beriya, the highest judicial, party and
government bodies received tens of thousands of applications,
complaints, petitions in which prisoners and relatives of repressed
complained of illegal conviction of counter-revolutionary crimes
and requested a review of criminal cases. Many letters suggested
the establishment of special commissions to review cases of political
prisoners.

“.. 467,946 prisoners convicted of counter-revolutionary crimes are being
held in camps, colonies, and prisons, and 62,462 persons are exiled

after serving the sentence for counter-revolutionary crimes. To identify
cases of unjustified conviction of citizens and their subsequent rehabilitation,
we consider it necessary to specifically review all criminal cases against
persons convicted of counter-revolutionary crimes by all judicial

and extrajudicial bodies and detained in camps, colonies, and prisons

of the MVD of the USSR, as well as persons who are exiled to a settlement
after serving their sentences for counter-revolutionary crimes.

To review the cases and make the necessary decisions on them,

we consider it expedient to form a Central Commission...”

FROM A NOTE BY R. RUDENKO, S. KRUGLOV, |. SEROV, AND K. GORSHENIN TO THE PRESIDIUM
OF THE TsK KPSS ON THE ORGANIZATION OF A CENTRAL COMMISSION TO REVIEW

THE CASES OF THE PRISONERS CONVICTED FOR “COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY CRIMES”

AND CONTAINED IN CAMPS, COLONIES AND PRISONS, AND EXILED TO SETTLEMENTS.

MARCH 19, 1954

%%E L8] :
. & 7t

2. The certificate of

termination of the case for

lack of corpus delicti and

cancellation of the sentence

imposed by the Military
1. The Poles, who were former Collegium dated May 30, 1940, 4. The dismantled monument
prisoners of Vorkutinsky ITL. with respect to I. Cherdantsev. 3. Composer P.-M. Rusakov to Stalin at the city dump.
1955. Photo from December 29, 1955. at the conductor's panel. Vorkuta, 1961. Photo from
the collection of T. Kizna GMIG Archive Lenconcert. 1958. GMIG the collection of T. Kizna
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ON MAY 4, 1954, THE PRESIDIUM OF THE TsK KPSS
ESTABLISHED THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

AND LOCAL COMMISSIONS TO REVIEW

THE CASES OF THE PERSONS WHO HAVE BEEN
CONVICTED OF COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY CRIMES.

Set up and operated by repressive bodies, the commissions have
left more than half of the counter-revolutionary cases in force.
Historian Lev Gumilev, the son of the poet Anna Akhmatova,
was among those who were denied release after reexamination
of their case by the Central Commission.

The 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
held in Moscow at the Kremlin Palace from 14 to 25 February 1956,
was the most important prerequisite for the official liquidation

of the GULAG. This Congress went down in history thanks

to the report “On the cult of personality and its consequences.
The First Secretary of the TsK KPSS N. Khrushchev read

the secret report at the closed session of the Gongress

on the last day of its work.

2
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“.. It turns out that many of the party, Soviet, economic workers who were
declared ‘enemies’ in 1937-1938 were never real enemies, spies, pests, etc.

In essence, they always remained honest communists, but they were slandered,
and sometimes, unable to withstand brutal torture, they themselves (under
the dictation of investigators — falsifiers) slandered themselves of incredible
accusations. [...]

...The actions initiated by Stalin are outrageous and constitute a gross
violation of the main Leninist principles of the national policy of the Soviet
state. We are talking about mass evictions of entire nations, including

all communists and Komsomol members, from their homes with

no exceptions. And military considerations did not dictate this kind

of eviction.”

FROM THE SECRET REPORT “ON THE CULT OF PERSONALITY AND ITS CONSEQUENCES”
BY N. KHRUSHCHEV AT THE 20TH CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY.
FEBRUARY 25, 1956

“Yet Khrushchev's step — from wildness to civilization, from animal instincts
to enlightenment of the mind, from irrationality to responsibility-stirred
the society, which objectively served the movement to freedom.”

FROM THE BOOK “TWILIGHT” BY. A. YAKOVLEV, PAGE 259

1,197,847 PEOPLE FROM THE NUMBER OF REPRESSED
CITIZENS WERE REHABILITATED FROM 1953 TO 1962.

1. A former prisoner

A. Bukharina-Larina 2. A former prisoner 3. Photo from the investi-
with the suitcase which was E. Kersnovskaya with her gation file of L. Gumilev.
with her during imprisonment  mother. The first meeting Reed camp (Special camp 4. A. Akhmatova with her

and exile. Photo courtesy in 20 years. Essentuki, 1958. Ne10), 1953. Photo courtesy son L. Gumilev. International
of Steven Cohen GMIG of L. Voznesensky Memorial
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Under the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council

of the USSR “On the examination of cases against persons serving
sentences for political, official and economic crimes” as of March
24,1956, 97 commissions of the Presidium of the Supreme Council
of the USSR were created. They included 375 members of the
party executives, Soviet workers, and highly qualified lawyers.
Commissions have completed their work by October 1, 1956.

In total, they reviewed cases of 176,325 people. Of this number,
100,139 persons were released. The sentence was reduced

for 42,016 convicts.

“I talk about liberation so casually, because that is the way I got it:

I experienced no emotions or desires at that moment. I remember
only devastation and confusion: where should I go, where should I live
and work?”

FROM MEMOIRS OF A SOCCER PLAYER AND THE FOUNDER OF THE FC “SPARTAK MOSCOW”
N. STAROSTIN

“I am rehabilitated.
For twenty years this hour seemed like a threshold to a radiant future.
But with joy came the feeling of rejection, inferiority. No one will return
the best twenty years of life, no one will raise the dead friends. No one
will tie the torn and dead threads that connect us with loved ones.
The return to life is a difficult process.”

FROM MEMOIRS OF AFORMER CONVICT O. ADAMOVA-SLIOZBERG

After returning from places of their sentences, former GULAG prisoners
faced many life problems. They needed rest and treatment, employment
and housing, pensions and medical care. Along with the joy of liberation
many had to experience a bitter sense of rejection and inferiority, because
not only they have lost the best years of their lives, but also friends and
relatives. Gaining freedom was not always been accompanied by full judicial
rehabilitation. For hundreds of thousands of former GULAG prisoners,

the process of restoring rights, justice, and a good name has stretched

out for many years and it continues today.
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2. The letter by A. Akhmatova to the Chairman of the Presidium
1. The decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the Supreme Council of the USSR K. Voroshilov with a request
of the USSR “On amnesty.” Newspaper “Pravda.” March 28,1953.  to release her son, L. Gumilev. February 8, 1954. GA RF
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SAHPHTOE 3AC 1HE

25 ¢espaxs 1956 r., yTpeHHee

EYITAHHH (npencegateascreyomuf). lepexonuu E Joxnagy
"0 EyabTe IMUAOCTH W €ro NOcIeACTBHEX".

CroBo nus JNORJNANA NpefocTaBXseTcs ToB.XApymemy H.C.

Nlocne mokaajza ToR.Apywesa H.C.
L]

EYATAHHH. Ha pacoumorTpenHe c"esfa BHOCHTCR CAeAyDOHA
npoexT nocraHoBreHdME AX.c"esae "0 myaeTe AWGHOCTH M ero no-

cHeNCcTEMEX" (SAYMTHRAET NpPOEKT NOCTAHOBIGHMWA).

locTaHORNEHHE NpHHHMASTCH c"eafou BIHHOTAMCHO.

EYJPAHMH, Hueercs B BHOy, uTo fornan rom.Xpyuers H.C.

H nNpHHATOE c esfoM nocraHoBNeHHe "0 xylIbTe JHUEOCTH H ero
nocilefcTBHEX" He NYOIMEKYEeTCE E HACTOANEe BPEME, HO BTH Ma-
TepHAIH COYAYT DAGOCA&HE NAPTHAHEM ODTEHWSALHAM.

daro NpefE0EaHKe NDHHHMABTCH c"es3noM 8QMHOIIACHD.

NOCTAHOBIEHHE XX C"E3[
HOMMYHWMCTHYECKOR MAPTHH COBETCHOIQ COL3A

"0 EyibTe JIMYHOGTH M ero gocaegcTEMAX"

(MpuHETO epMHOrnacHo 25 despans 1956 r.)

Sacaymar goxaen ToB.ipymesa H.C. o HyAbTe NHYHOCTH M
ero nocaefcTeMax, AX c"espy HouumyrHeTHueckofl naprum Comer-

ceoro Coosa ofofpser nozoxedMs jJoraanae [esrpansHoro HowmTe-

3. The minutes of the closed meeting of the 20th Congress

of the Communist Party. February 25, 1956. Resolution

of the XX Congress of the Communist Party “On the cult

of personality and its consequences.” February 25, 1956. RGANI
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4. The decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council

of the USSR “On consideration of cases against persons 5. The certificate of termination of the criminal case
serving sentences for political, official and economic crimes.” as of 29 November 1937 against Paul-Marcel Rusakov
March 24, 1956. GA RF due to failure to prove guilt. January 12, 1956. GMIG
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Boennan Honnerus
Bepxoenoro Cyaa
Coroza CCP

Mapra

Moexsa, ya. Boposcroro, o 13,

6. Cancellation

of the sentence pronounced
by the Military Collegium

of the Supreme Court

of the USSR dated August 25,
1938, and dismissal

for lack of corpus delicti
with respect to S. Mikhailov.
March 22, 1956.

GMIG Archive

7. The certificate of review
the case of M. Krizhanovsky
by the Military Court

of the Moscow Military
District and cancellation

of the decision of the Board

of the OGPU of May 22, 1933.

The case was dismissed

for lack of corpus delicti.
M. Krizhanovsky was
rehabilitated posthumously.
September 10, 1957.

GMIG Archive

ILLUSTRATED HISTORY

s

8. The certificate

on cancellation

of the sentence pronounced
by the Military Collegium

of the Supreme Court

of the USSR dated June 19,
1938, and dismissal for lack
of corpus delicti with
respect to I. Dragunsky.
Dregunsky was rehabilitated
posthumously.

October 26, 1956.

GMIG Archive
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o‘tCHAPTER 8.
THE MEMORY ABOUT VICTIMS
OF THE REPRESSION

CHRONOLOGY:

SEPTEMBER 28, 1987
A Commission of the Politburo of the Tsk KPSS was established
for the additional study of materials related to repression that
took place in the period 1930-1940s and the beginning of the 1950s.
JULY 4, 1988
The Politburo of the TsK KPSS adopted the resolution
of “On the construction of a monument to victims of lawlessness
and repression”.
1989
The Memorial Society was officially established.
JANUARY 16, 1989
The Presidium of the Supreme Council of the USSR adopted the decree
“On additional measures to restore justice to victims of repression
that took place during the 1930s-1940s and early 1950s.”
JUNE 28, 1989
The Politburo of the TsK KPSS adopted the resolution
of the “On the perpetuation of the memory of victims of repression
from the period of the 1930s-1940s and early 1950s.”
AUGUST 13, 1990
The President of the USSR adopted the decree “On the restoration
of the rights of all victims political repression of the 1920-1950s.”
OCTOBER 18, 1991
The Law of the Russian Federation “On the rehabilitation of victims
of political repression” was adopted. It is in force to the present day.
The nationwide Day of Remembrance of Victims of Political Repression
was established on October 30.
2001
The State GULAG History Museum was created.
AUGUST 15, 2015
The Concept of State Policy to perpetuate the memory of victims
of political repression was approved by the decree of the Government
of the Russian Federation.
APRIL 18,2016
The Foundation “Perpetuation the memory of victims of political
repression” (Memory Fund) was established at the initiative
of the GULAG History Museum.
OCTOBER 30, 2017
The President of Russia V. Putin opened the first national memorial
to victims of political repression — “The wall of grief” (Moscow).

1

In the second half of the 1980s, a new wave of rehabilitation began,
due to a change in the country's political course (“perestroika”).
In 1987, the Political Commission of the TsK KPSS was created
to study materials about the repression in mid-century. In 1988,
N. Yakovlev, a member of the Politburo, became its executive.
The work of the Commission contributed to understanding
of the national history. In 1989 and 1991, legal acts of the Supreme
Council of the USSR on declaring repressive acts against forcibly
relocated nations illegal were adopted.

2. Memorial “Mask

of Sorrow,” dedicated to the

memory of victims of political

repression, opened on June 12,

1. Monument of the memorial =~ 1996, not far from Magadan.
complex “Norilsk Calvary.” Sculptor — E. Neizvestny
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STARTING 1990, THE DAY OF REMEMBRANCE OF THE
VICTIMS OF POLITICAL REPRESSION IS HELD ANNUALLY
ON OCTOBER, 30. DURING THE THREE YEARS, FROM
1989 TO 1991, OVER 130 MONUMENTS AND MEMORIAL
SIGNS WERE ESTABLISHED ON THE INITIATIVE

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

TO COMMEMORATE THE MEMORY ABOUT VICTIMS

OF POLITICAL REPRESSION. TODAY, THE NUMBER

OF MONUMENTS AMOUNTS TO OVER 1200.

In 1996, the “Mask of Sorrow” monument was opened in Magadan.
According to the author, sculptor Ernst Neizvestny, “Masks

of Sorrow” should be installed in three locations: Magadan, Vorkuta,
and Yekaterinburg. Magadan and Vorkuta were the largest sites

of the GULAG. Sverdlovsk (now Yekaterinburg) was the main transfer
point for prisoners sent to the Far North and Kolyma. On November
20, 2017, the second monument was opened near Yekaterinburg

on the 12th kilometer of the Moscow tract, on the site of the former
firing range: “Triangle of Sorrow” — “Masks of Sorrow: Europe —
Asia.” The third monument is still not created.

3. The Memorial Complex
“Norilsk Calvary.”
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FROM AUGUST 8, 1937 TO OCTOBER 19, 1938,
20,762 WERE SHOT AT THE BUTOVO RANGE.

Because of the work of the Yakovlev's Commission, many places

of mass executions and graves were found and made public, among
them Kommunarka, Butovo, Levashov, Kurapaty. The first Books

of Memory listing the names of victims of repression appeared.

In the early 1990s, the largest firing ranges “Kommunarka”

and “Butovo” in Moscow and “Levashovo” in Saint Petersburg

were opened for the visits of relatives of the repressed.

Since that time, the search for other places of mass graves of victims
of terror began. In 1996, a memorial was opened at the mass graves
site near Yekaterinburg. In the late 1990s, a mournful cross was
erected in the natural boundary Sandarmokh (Karelia), which became
a cemetery for tens of thousands of special settlers who were shot,
convicts of Belbaltlag and Solovki camps.

2. The monument to victims

1. Memorial “Butovo Range” of political repression,
The place of mass executions shot and buried at the site 3, 4. Levashovo Memorial
and burials. Moscow. “Kommunarka.” Moscow. Cemetery. Saint Petersburg.
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DURING 1991-2014, 3,510,818 PEOPLE WERE
REHABILITATED. 265,085 PEOPLE WERE IDENTIFIED
AS VICTIMS OF POLITICAL REPRESSION

AND REHABILITATED (THEY WERE CHILDREN

OF REPRESSED PERSONS).

In 2001, the GULAG History Museum was opened in Moscow.

It was founded by a famous historian, publicist and the public

figure of A. Antonov-Ovseenko, who lived through the Stalin camps
and exile as the son of the “enemy of the nation.” The collection

of the Museum includes an archive of documents, letters, memories
of former prisoners of GULAG; a collection of convicts' belongings
and items of related to the history of detention; a collection of works
of art created by artists, who were at the GULAG, and contemporary
authors, offering their own understanding of this topic. The museum
is a public space for presentation, study, and discussion of current
problems in the history of mass repression, forced labor, and lack

of political freedom in the USSR.

In February 2017, the GULAG History Museum opened

the Documentation Center, where every visitor has a possibility

to examine archival documents, thematic literature, and artifacts,
as well as learn how to find information about repressed relatives.

The opening of the new
exhibition of the GULAG
History Museum

in November 2015.
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1. The memorial “Mask of Sorrow,” dedicated to the memory
of victims of political repression, opened on June 12, 1996,
near Magadan. Sculptor — E. Neizvestny.

ILLUSTRATED HISTORY

2. The monument dedicated the victims of political repression
“Solovetsky Stone” was installed in Moscow on Lubyanka
Square. The inscription on the pedestal: “This stone from

the territory of the Solovetsky special camp was delivered

by the Memorial Society and erected in memory of the millions
of victims of the totalitarian regime. October 30, 1990,

Day of the political prisoner.”
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3. The Memorial to victims of political repression
“Wall of Grief” (Moscow). Sculptor — G. Frangulyan.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

ASSR — Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic
AHU — Administrative and Economic Management

Belbaltlag — White Sea-Baltic ITL

Dalstroy — Main Directorate of Construction of the Far North Directorate
of the Corrective-Labor Colonies

GA RF — State Archive of the Russian Federation

GMIG — State GULAG History Museum

GPU — State Political Administration

GUGB — Chief Administration of the State Security

GULAG — Chief Administration of Corrective-Labor Camps and Colonies

GULGMP — Chief Administration of Camps for the Mining and Metallurgy Industry
GULZhDS — Chief Administration of Camps for Railroad Construction

International Memorial — The international historical, educational, charitable
and human rights society “Memorial”
ITL — forced labor camp Karlag — Karagandinsky ITL

Kolkhoz — collective farm
KPSS — Communist Party of the Soviet Union

MGB — Ministry of State Security
MGU — Moscow State University
MVD-Ministry of Internal Affairs
MYu — Ministry of Justice

NKVD — People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs
Norillag — Norilsky ITL

OGPU — Joint State Political Administration

PB, Politburo — Political Bureau




ATLAS OF THE GULAG ILLUSTRATED HISTORY m

RGALI — Russian State Archive of Literature and Art
RGANI — Russian State Archive of Contemporary History
RGASPI — Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History
RGVA — Russian State Military Archive

RKP(b) — Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks)

RSFSR — Russian Soviet Federal Socialist Republic

RF — Russian Federation

RVSR — Revolutionary Military Council of the Republic

Sangorodok — sanitary town; a camp site where the camp hospital was located
Sevvoslag — Northeast ITL Siblag — Siberian ITL
SLON — Solovetsky Special Designation Camp

TsIK — Central Executive Committee
TsK — Central Committee of the Communist Party
TsKb-29 — Central Design Bureau-29
TsKK — Central Control Commission

USLAG — Department of Solovetsky Corrective-Labor Camp
USSR — Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

VChK — All-Russian Extraordinary Commission
VKP(b) — All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks)
Vorkutlag — Vorkutisky ITL

VSNKh — Supreme Economic Council

VTsiK — All-Russian Central Executive Committee
Vyatlag — Vyatskiy ITL
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The GULAG History Museum

is open from Tuesday to Sunday
from 12:00 to 21:00.

The Museum is closed on Mondays
and on the last Friday of the month.

1-ST SAMOTECHNY, 9, B.1 GMIG.RU

THE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM — ROMAN ROMANOV
RECEPTION: + 7 495 621 73 10, INFO@GMIG.RU
GUIDED TOURS: + 7 495 681 88 82, OBRAZ@GMIG.RU
PR: +7 495 681 29 90, PR@GMIG.RU

WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT OUR PERMANENT EXHIBITION

The permanent exhibition of the Museum introduces the history of the repressive system
in the USSR in the period of 1920-1950s, starting with the creation of the first concentration
camps and until the shut down of the camps of the GULAG system after Stalin's death.

LECTURES, PLAYS, CONCERTS, SCREENINGS, CREATIVE EVENINGS IN THE MUSEUM
The Museum hosts lectures, performances, concerts, film screenings, creative evenings and
performances offering figurative insight into the topic of repression. The information about
events can be found on the Museum website gmig.ru. Concerning the organization of events:
+7 495 681 88 82, events@gmig.ru.

DOCUMENTATION CENTER
If you would like to know how to find information about repressed relatives, please contact
the Museum's Documentation Center: + 7 495 681 61 89 ext. 22-23, doc@gmig.ru.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY
A collection of books on the history of the GULAG and political repression can be found
on in the Museum's Scientific Library. The catalogue and the working hours of the library
are published on the website of the Museum: gmig.ru. Concerning the work of the Library:
7 495 681 61 89, biblio@gmig.ru.

HOUSE ON THE EMBARKMENT
The “House on the Embankment” is a department of the GULAG History Museum located
in the famous Government House on Serafimovich Street. Website: dnnmuseum.ru.

MUSEUM COLLECTIONS
The Museum gratefully accepts photos, memoirs, letters and documents, personal
belongings of the repressed and camp artifacts. For the transfer of items to the collection
of the Museum you can contact the Department of Accounting and Storage of Funds:
+7 495 68115 29, fond@gmig.ru.
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MY GULAG
Verbal testimonies of participants in the events and their relatives are important
to the museum, therefore, since 2013, the Studio of Visual Anthropology has been
recording video interviews with people who have been through repression and the GULAG.
If you or your family members have been affected by the repression of the Stalin era,
and you do not want the memory about these events to go into oblivion, — please contact us:
+ 7495 62173 46, mygulag@gmig.ru.
The recorded video interviews are published on the website of the project “My GULAG”:

mygulag.ru.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
The Research Department of the Museum studies the history of Soviet mass repression,
takes part in international and all-Russian conferences, and round tables. To contact
the department staff: + 7 495 681 61 89, nauka@gmig.ru.

EDUCATION CENTER
Interaction with schoolchildren, students and teachers is one of the priorities
of the Museum. The projects of the educational center of the Museum
can be found on the website gmig.ru. Concerning the work of the Center:
+7 495 681 88 82, obraz@gmig.ru.

SOCIAL AND VOLUNTEER CENTER
The Museum has a Social and Volunteer Center that supports victims of political repression.
Museum volunteers escort elderly people to medical institutions, help around the house,
provide legal assistance, organize leisure and support morally. To become a volunteer,
just fill out a form on the Museum website. Concerning the work of the Center:
+7 495 681 64 18, help@gmig.ru.

MOBILE EXHIBITIONS
The Museum organizes stationary and mobile exhibitions based on the collection
and in collaboration with other museums, archives, institutes, publishing houses,
public organizations, cultural and educational centers. To contact the Exhibition
Department of the Museum: + 7 495 621 73 35, expozition@gmig.ru.

ASSOCIATION OF RUSSIAN MUSEUMS OF MEMORY
The GULAG History Museum initiated the creation of the Association of Russian Museums
of Memory, which includes 32 museums of 27 cities of the country. You can learn about
the work of the association on the website memorymuseums.ru.

INTERACTIVE MAP OF THE GULAG
The GULAG History museum developed the interactive map of the GULAG, a growing
database on history and geography of corrective-labor camps, which existed ofn the territory
of the USSR from 1918 to 1960. The map is available online at gulagmap.ru.
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